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15-day jail for 
Sanjay Raut 
MUMBAI: A Mumbai 
court on Thursday con- 
victed Shiv Sena (UBT) 
MP Sanjay Raut and sen- 
tenced him to 15 days 
simple imprisonment in 
a defamation complaint 
filed against him by BJP 
leader Kirit Somaiya’s 
wife Medha Somaiya. It 
later suspended the sen- 
tence for 30 days and 
granted bail to the Rajya 
Sabha member on his 
application for the same. 
Judicial Magistrate (First 
Class) Aarti Kulkarni 
convicted Raut for the 
offence. pri 


46 drown while 
taking holy dip 


PATNA: At least 46 
people, including 37 
children, drowned while 
taking holy dip in rivers 
and ponds in several 
Bihar districts during the 
‘Jivitputrika’ festival, 
officials said. The inci- 
dents occurred in 15 
districts during the fes- 
tival held on Wednesday, 
they said. During the fes- 
tival, women fast for the 
well-being of their chil- 
dren and take holy dips. 
CM Nitish Kumar an- 
nounced ex gratia of 

Rs 4 lakh for the next of 
kin of the deceased. pri 


AFSPA extended 
for six months 


NEW DELHI: The Armed 
Forces (Special Powers) 
Act, under which an area 
is declared as ‘disturbed’ 
for the convenience of 
security forces, has been 
extended in eight dis- 
tricts in Nagaland, three 
districts in Arunachal 
Pradesh and some other 
areas for six more 
months after a review of 
the law and order situa- 
tion in the two North- 
eastern States. An area 
or district is notified as a 
disturbed area to facili- 
tate operations of armed 
forces. NATION PAGE 8 


IBC proceedings 
against Byju’s: SC 
NEW DELHI: The 
Supreme Court on 
Thursday directed the 
Insolvency Resolution 
Professional (IRP) to 
maintain status quo and 
not hold any meeting of 
the Committee of Credi- 
tors (CoC) in the matter 
pertaining to insolvency 
proceedings against ed- 
tech firm Byju’s. The top 
court also reserved its 
verdict ona plea of US 
firm Glas Trust Company 
LLC against the verdict 
of NCLAT setting aside 
the insolvency proceed- 
ings against Byju’s. et 
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India eye clean 
sweep, hope 

Kohli, Rohit fire 
against B’desh 


conflict, asserts Lavrov 


Accuses US of worsening global conflicts, 
lambasts UN for silence on attacks on civilians 


KTR sees scam 
In move to scrap 


Pharma City 


‘Conspiracy being hatched to benefit CM kin’ 


STATE BUREAU 
RAJANNA-SIRCILLA 


Barely days after he re- 
vealed a major scam in the 
Congress-led State govern- 
ment’s handling of AMRUT 
2.0 contracts, BRS working 
president KT Rama Rao on 
Thursday blew the lid off 
another potential land scam, 
which he said, could run 
into thousands of crores. 

Pointing out how the State 
government was deceiving 
both the public and even the 
High Court over the actual 
status of the Hyderabad 
Pharma City, he said the 
Congress, by proposing to 
cancel the prestigious proj- 
ect initiated by the previous 
BRS regime, was in fact 
hatching a conspiracy to 
benefit Chief Minister A Re- 
vanth Reddy’s brothers with 
billions of rupees. 

“There’s thousands of 
crores land scam behind the 
proposed cancellation of the 
Pharma City. We will soon 
reveal all the details,” Rama 
Rao said. “On one hand, 
they claim Pharma City is 
cancelled, but in the High 
Court, they say it hasn’t 
been cancelled. How can 
they mislead the judiciary 
like this?” he asked, ques- 
tioning the feasibility of the 
government’s alternative 
proposals. 

“Revanth Reddy is talking 
about Future City, AI City 
and a Fourth City as well. 
Has he acquired even an 
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Revanth is talking 
about Future City, 
AI City anda 
Fourth City. Has he 
acquired even an 
acre for these? How 
can he repurpose 
Pharma City land 
without acquiring 
any new land? 


— KT RAMA RAO 


BN 


acre of land for these? How 
can he repurpose Pharma 
City land without acquiring 
any new land?” he asked. 
Highlighting the scale of 
the original project, he said 
the BRS government had 
proposed Pharma City with 
14,000 acres and an invest- 
ment of Rs 64,000 crore. 
“The land was acquired 
under conditional acquisi- 
tion and cannot be repur- 
posed for other projects,” he 
said, warning of severe con- 
sequences if the State gov- 
ernment continued its de- 
ceptive tactics. The attempt 
to mislead the High Court 


will have consequences 
both in court and in the peo- 
ple’s court, he cautioned, de- 
manding clarity from the 
government. “Is Pharma 
City still operational or not? 
The government must clar- 
ify this tomorrow in the 
High Court,” he insisted. 

Expressing concern over 
the project’s potential can- 
cellation, he said such a 
move would be disastrous 
since it would not only harm 
Telangana’s industrial 
progress but also result in 
the loss of thousands of job 
opportunities. 

Urging the government to 
abandon what he termed as 
“corrupt schemes” and de- 
manding that the original 
Pharma City project be con- 
tinued with, he said the land 
given by farmers for indus- 
trial development should 
not be used for corrupt land 
deals. In case the Pharma 
City project was cancelled, 
the government should re- 
turn the acquired land to 
farmers. 

Making it clear that as the 
government prepares to 
present its final stand on 
Pharma City in the High 
Court on Friday, Rama Rao 
said the BRS would closely 
scrutinise the government’s 
actions and statements re- 
garding the high-stakes 
project. The party would 
also discuss its future 
course of action after dis- 
cussions with both party 
leaders and farmers. 


SUPER Mom 


“ny 


A gig worker carries her child on a bike as she delivers food amid a downpour, in Rajkot, Gujarat, on Thursday. — Photo: PTI 


SC rejects Guj govt’s plea for 
review of Bilkis Bano verdict 


NEW DELHI: The SC dismissed a plea filed by the Gujarat 
government seeking a review of the court’s verdict, which 
contained observations against the State while quashing the 
remission granted to 1] men convicted of raping Bilkis Bano 
and murdering seven of her family members during the 
2002 riots. It also rejected the application for listing review 


petition in open court. er 


(REPORT PAGE 8) 


Domestic Violence Act applicable 
to women of all religions, says SC 


NEW DELHI: The Protection of Women from Domestic 
Violence Act, 2005, is a civil code that is applicable to every 
woman in India irrespective of her religious affiliation or 
social background, the Supreme Court has said. A Bench of 
Justice BV Nagarathna and Justice N Kotiswar Singh said 
the 2005 legislation was applicable to all women for more 
effective protection of their rights. pri 
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Meet NALSAR’s ‘golden’ boy 


YUVRAJ AKULA 
Hyderabad 


He stands small but big in- 
deed are his achievements. 
Despite locomotor disability 
and Achondroplasia, a ge- 
netic mutation, which re- 
stricted his height to just 3 
feet and 9 inches, Bhavya 
Johari will walk away with a 
rich haul of 10 gold medals at 
the convocation of NALSAR 
University of Law on 
Saturday. 

In a display of academic 
excellence, the 23-year-old 
secured gold medals for top- 
ping in criminal law, history, 


environmental law and ad- 
ministrative law, besides for 
being adjudged as the best 
boy student in company law 
and overall excellence in the 
BA LLB (Hons) programme. 
His kitty of medals will also 
include two memorial gold 
medals for securing first 
rank in the final examination. 

Johari will receive these 
gold medals at the NAL- 
SAR’s 21st annual convoca- 
tion from the President 
Droupadi Murmu. This 
would-be law graduate’s 
journey to academic excel- 
lence has been an extraordi- 
nary feat. Initially met with 


Will strike Hezbollah with 
full force, says Netanyahu 


Israel carries out fresh strike in Beirut, kills group commander 


NEW YORK 


Dimming hopes for a cease- 
fire, Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu said on 
Thursday that Israel will 
continue striking Hezbollah 
“with full force” and will not 
stop until all of its goals are 
achieved. 

Israel carried out a new 
strike in the Lebanese capi- 
tal, which it said killed a sen- 
ior Hezbollah commander. 
Netanyahu spoke as he 
landed in New York to at- 
tend the annual UN General 
Assembly meeting. At the 
gathering, US and European 
officials were putting heavy 
pressure on both sides to ac- 
cept a proposed 21-day halt 
in the fighting to give time 
for diplomacy to avert a po- 
tential all-out war. 

Netanyahu said Israel’s 
“policy is clear”. “We are 
continuing to strike Hezbol- 
lah with full force. And we 
will not stop until we reach 
all our goals, chief among 
them the return of the resi- 
dents of the north securely 
to their homes,” he said. Just 
before his comments, the Is- 
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A man carries pictures of his relatives, at the site of an Israeli airstrike in Saksakieh, south Lebanon, 


on Thursday. — Photo: AP (RELATED REPORTS PAGE 9) 


raeli military said it killed a 
Hezbollah drone com- 
mander, Mohammed Hus- 
sein Surour, in an airstrike in 
the suburbs of Beirut. 
Hezbollah did not immedi- 
ately comment on the claim 
of his death. The Lebanon 


Health Ministry said two 
people were killed and 15 
wounded in the strike.The 
strike gutted an apartment 
on an upper floor of a resi- 
dential building in Dahiyeh, 
the mainly Shiite suburb 
where Hezbollah has a 


strong presence, according 
to Associated Press photos of 
the scene. Earlier in the day, 
a strike in eastern Lebanon 
killed 20 people, most of 
them Syrian migrants, ac- 
cording to Lebanese health 
officials. (SEE PAGE 2) 


Centre issues advisory to Indians 


JERUSALEM 


The Indian Embassy in 
Beirut has urged its nation- 
als to avoid travel to 
Lebanon due to escalating 
violence and “strongly ad- 
vised” those present there to 
exercise extreme caution 
and leave the country as 
soon as possible. The UN 
Office for the Coordination 
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scepticism and discrimina- 
tion, the student silenced his 
peers and doubters with 
sheer dedication to studies, 
particularly in criminal law 
— a field he is passionate 
about. “I faced discrimina- 
tion from peers due to my 
condition. However, I 
proved them wrong with my 
high CGPA in the first year 
of study itself. Ihave always 
been passionate about crim- 
inal laws. I did not pursue it 
as a normal study but went 
an extra mile. The faculty 
has been supportive,” Johari 
told Telangana Today. 

(SEE PAGE 2) 


of Humanitarian Affairs on 
Wednesday said 2,00,00 
people have been displaced 
in Lebanon since Hezbollah 
began firing rockets into 
northern Israel nearly a 
year ago, drawing Israeli re- 
taliation. 

According to Lebanon’s 
Health Minister, 51 people 
were killed and 223 
wounded Wednesday in Is- 


MUDA row: 
K taka withdraws 
consent to CBI 


BENGALURU 


Amid the MUDA land al- 
lotment row, the Karnataka 
government on Thursday 
withdrew general consent 
given to CBI to investigate 
cases in the State as it al- 
leged that the agency was 
“biased”. Announcing the 
decision after a Cabinet 
meeting, chaired by Chief 
Minister Siddaramaiah, 
Law and Parliamentary Af- 
fairs Minister HK Patil 
said, “It is clear that the 
CBI or the Central govern- 
ment while using their in- 
strumentalities are not 
using them judiciously.” 
The move comes amid 
demands by the opposition 
BJP to hand over the My- 
suru Urban Development 
Authority (MUDA) site al- 
lotment case to CBI. 
(SEE PAGE 2) 
(NO ONE STAKED CLAIM FOR CM 
POST, SAYS DKS PAGE 7) 


Bhavya Johari. 


raeli strikes. In an advisory 
posted on X, the Indian em- 
bassy said, “As a reiteration 
of the advisory issued on 
August 1, 2024 and in view of 
the recent developments 
and escalations in the re- 
gion, Indian nationals are 
strongly advised against 
travelling to Lebanon till 
further notice. All Indian na- 
tionals already in Lebanon 


are also strongly advised to 
leave Lebanon. Those who 
remain for any reason are 
advised to exercise extreme 
caution, restrict their move- 
ments, and remain in con- 
tact with the Embassy of 
India in Beirut through our 
email ID: cons.beirut 
@mea.gov.in or the emer- 
gency phone number 
96176860128.” pri 


Homes on Mus! 
riverbed marked 
for demolition 


Residents protesting against the survey of houses encroaching 
upon Musi riverbed in Hyderabad on Thursday. 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


In preparation for the Musi 
Riverfront Development 
Project, officials on Thurs- 
day initiated the process of 
collecting details of the 
houses located in the 
riverbed and marking them. 

Under the _ exercise, 
which had worried resi- 
dents protesting at some 
places, several teams as- 
sisted by police fanned out 
to survey and mark these 
dwelling units in Kishan 
Bagh, Asad Baba Nagar and 
Nandimusalai Guda areas. 

The officials, along with 
police, were visiting houses 
alleged to have encroached 
upon the riverbed and the 
buffer zone in Hyderabad, 
Rangareddy and Medchal 
Malkajgiri districts. 

The team members were 
seen marking the struc- 
tures, which would be re- 
moved to clear the riverbed 
and buffer zone of all en- 
croachments. The officials 


were seen surveying Langar 
Houz, Chaderghat, Musa 
Nagar, Shankar Nagar and 
other areas. 

Ata few places, residents 
raised objection to the sur- 
vey and raised slogans 
against the government. 
They showed their prop- 
erty registration documents 
and said they were living in 
the area for decades and 
paying property tax, elec- 
tricity and water bills. 

A woman criticised the 
Telangana government for 
removing the encroach- 
ments and planning to shift 
them to other places. One of 
the residents questioned the 
government for calling their 
houses illegal. The officials 
said they would soon begin 
the removal of 10,000-odd 
illegal dwellings and com- 
mercial structures. A pre- 
liminary survey by the Rev- 
enue Department revealed 
that there were 2,116 struc- 
tures on the riverbed and 
another 7,850 in the buffer 
zone. (REPORTS PAGE 3) 
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Certificate 
verification 
V 


The Telangana Public 
Service Commission 
has informed the can- 
didates who were 
picked up in second 
spell for verification of 
certificates for recruit- 
ment to the various 
non-gazetted cate- 
gories of posts in 
Ground Water Depart- 
ment, that the verifica- 
tion process is sched- 
uled to be held on 
September 28 from 
10.30 am at its office at 
Nampally. The list of 
candidates shortlisted 
for certificate verifica- 
tion available on Com- 
mission’s website. 


Max. tem: 28.7°C 
Min. tem: 23. 6°C 
RH: 76% 

Rainfall: 0.6 mm 


HYDERABAD 
Strategic 
partnership 
V 


Techwave has an- 
nounced a strategic 
partnership with |QGeo 
aiming to elevate both 
companies’ ability to 
deliver cutting-edge 
solutions to the tele- 
com and utility sectors, 
driving advancements 
in network planning, 
deployment, and opti- 
misation. As a certified 
design partner, Tech- 
wave now has access 
to 1QGeo’s professional 
edition of the Network 
Manager Telecom soft- 
ware, along with a fiber 
dataset for training, 
testing, and demon- 
strations. 


HYDERABAD 


Al-based 
study tools 
wy 


TCY Learning Solutions 
Private Limited, a 
provider of test prepa- 
ration and educational 
technology, announced 
the launch of Al-pow- 
ered test preparation 
resources specifically 
designed for the 
Duolingo English Test. 
The initiative aims to 
offer more accessible 
and effective study 
tools for students 
preparing for the DET, 
helping them achieve 
their goal of studying 
abroad. For details, 
visit https://www.tcy- 
online.com/. 
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HYDERABAD 


OGH conducts liver, 
kidney transplants 


Nephrology, urology depts collaborate in successful endeavour 


CITY BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


In the last two months, the 
transplant surgeons at Os- 
mania General Hospital 
(OGH) have successfully 
conducted two each cadaver 
liver and kidney transplants, 
in addition to taking up in- 
house organ donations by 
declaring brain dead pa- 
tients. 

On August 29, the trans- 
plant teams conducted a ca- 
daver liver transplant sur- 
gery on 45-year-old Dr. Ravi 
Sundar, associate professor, 
general surgery, Suryapet 
Medical College, and a na- 
tive of Nalgonda, who was 
admitted to OGH with full- 
blown liver failure due to a 
viral infection. 

He was very sick with 
very high bilirubin with co- 
agulopathy (blood not clot- 
ting), drowsy (hepatic en- 
cephalopathy). In absence 
of a fit donor in the family, 
the doctors undertook ca- 
daver liver transplantation 
to save his life. Following 
liver transplantation, Dr. 
Ravi Sundar recovered and 
was recently discharged, Dr. 
Ch. Madhusudhan, head of 
surgical gastroenterology, 
said. 

Transplant surgeons also 
did a liver transplant on a 
46-year-old farmer Bathina 
Narender, a resident of Val- 
lampatla, Siddipet, who has 
decompensated chronic 
liver disease due to viral 
hepatitis. The cadaver liver 


Osmania General Hospital surgeons performing the transplant surgery on the patient. 


transplant surgery was con- 
ducted on September 18 and 
the patient is recovering. 

Apart from the liver trans- 
plants, the nephrology and 
urology departments of 
OGH collaborated to suc- 
cessfully conduct two ca- 
daver kidney transplants, 
the hospital said. 

In the last one month, the 
OGH undertook two in- 
house organ donations and 
one more organ donation is 
in the process. “Through 
organ donations, we under- 
took two cadaver liver 
transplants, four cadaver 


kidney transplants, four 
cornea donations and skin 
donations for burns pa- 
tients,” Osmania General 
Hospital authorities said. 


Skin preserved 

The donor skin from brain 
dead donors was collected 
and preserved in the OGH 
skin bank for burn patients. 
While two cadaver kidney 
transplants were under- 
taken at Osmania General 
Hospital, the kidneys were 
allocated to needy patients 
in other hospitals under Jee- 
vandan. 


The liver transplant team 
was led by Dr. Madhusud- 
han while the nephrology 
team that was involved in 
kidney transplants was led 
by Dr. Manisha Sahai. 

Other senior doctors who 
were involved and included 
Dr Wasif Ali, Dr Sudarshan 
Reddy, Dr Abhimanyu singh 
(HOD/Anaesthesia), Prof. 
Chandra shakar (anaesthe- 
sia), Dr Madhavi (prof of 
anaesthesia), Dr Raghu 
(professor of anaesthesia), 
Dr Lakshmi Narayana, Dr 
Mallikarjun, Dr Kiran Mayi 
and others. 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Over 7,000 students from 
various schools and colleges 
in Hyderabad and neigh- 
bouring districts of Ran- 
gareddy and Medchal- 
Malkajgiri got an 
opportunity of a lifetime to 
personally interact with top 
genetic researchers and 
visit the state-of-the-art lab- 
oratories at Centre for Cel- 
lular and Molecular Biology 
(CCMB) during its Open 
Day held on Thursday. 

The institute today 
opened its gates to all mem- 
bers of public to walk in, in- 
teract with their scientists 
and understand their re- 
search in biology. 

The expansive exhibition 
gave a glimpse of relevant 
ecology and population 
level questions to the vari- 
ous organisms studied at 
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Over 7,000 students turn 
up for CCMB Open Day 


School students at the CCMB Open Day, on Thursday. 


Centre for Cellular and Mo- 
lecular Biology to the atoms 
that make up living cells. 
There were stalls explain- 
ing how one can become a 
life science entrepreneur 
and how to use art to talk 
about science. The Open 
Day got an overwhelming 
participation from the 
schools despite their exams 


going on. The Centre for 
Cellular and Molecular Biol- 
ogy thanked the teachers for 
going an extra mile to bring 
students after the exams, 
and in a statement said, 
“This goes on to tell about 
the interest in the education 
sector to know more about 
what goes on ina real scien- 
tific research institute.” 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Ina significant step towards 
combating antimicrobial re- 
sistance (AMR), the Trans- 
lational Pharmaceutics Re- 
search Laboratory (TPRL) 
and the Panacea team from 
the Department of Phar- 
macy at BITS-Pilani Hyder- 
abad campus, launched the 
Responsible Medicine Dis- 
posal Programme (RMDP). 

The initiative is aimed at 
spreading awareness about 
the proper disposal of ex- 
pired medicines and their 
critical impact on public 


health and the environment. 
To mark World Pharmacist 
Day, the RMDP team en- 
gaged with students and 
teachers at CRPF Public 
Schools in Shamirpet and 
Thumkunta Zilla Parishad 
High School. The sessions 
highlighted the importance 
of cautious drug use and the 
critical need for responsible 
disposal practices. 

The Department of Phar- 
macy associate professor 
Nirmal emphasised that the 
initiative’s mission was 
‘Change the Bin, Save The 
Environment’. This slogan 
encapsulates the urgent 


TPRL, BITS Pilani pharmacy 
department launch RMDP 


need for a shift in disposal 
habits to protect both health 
and the planet 


BITS, IITB sign MoU 
BITS Pilani has signed an 
MoU with the IIT-B to col- 
laborate on research, inno- 
vation, and skill develop- 
ment. The partnership is 
aimed at leveraging each in- 
stitution’s strengths by con- 
ducting joint research at 
their facilities as well as 
through third-party collabo- 
rations, focusing on key 
challenges and innovations 
in technology between the 
two premier institutions. 


AI Unboxed 
launched 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Ashoka University and AI 
& Beyond have announced 
AI Unboxed, a collabora- 
tive learning programme 
aimed at empowering busi- 
ness leaders with AI liter- 
acy and an in-depth under- 
standing of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and its 
transformative potential in 
organisations. 

The AI Unboxed pro- 
gramme, part of AshokaX, 
Ashoka University’s corpo- 
rate learning platform, is 
designed to guide partici- 
pants through the strategic 
application of AI, helping 
them navigate key deci- 
sion-making processes and 
ethical considerations, a 
press release said. 

A three-day in-person 
course is designed specifi- 
cally for senior executives 
to master AI leadership. 
Participants will be able to 
demystify AI through deep 
insights into core technolo- 
gies, separating hype from 
reality. For more details, 
visit ashoka.edu.in/ai-un- 
boxed. 


Monsoon withdrawal in State by mid- 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The withdrawal of the 
southwest monsoon in 
Telangana, including Hy- 
derabad, is likely to begin 
after October 10. According 
to the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD), the 
withdrawal of the monsoon 
is expected to be preceded 
by thundershowers in most 
parts of the State between 
October 3 and 10. 

IMD Hyderabad scientist 
Dr A Shravani stated that 
the withdrawal has already 
commenced in several parts 
of northern India and could 
be happening here soon. 
The process is anticipated to 
start in Telangana in two to 
three weeks. 


Mixed weather 
conditions 

“The withdrawal has al- 
ready started in north India 
and might take two to three 
weeks to reach Telangana, 
including Hyderabad,” she 
said. However, after mixed 
weather conditions that in- 
volved rising temperatures 
and heavy rains, particularly 
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According to the IMD, the withdrawal of the monsoon is expected to be preceded by thundershowers in most parts of the State 
between October 3 and 10. — Photo: Anand Dharmana 


Dr Shravani indicated that 
the region would experience 
limited monsoon activity 
during the current season. 


during the nights, in rota- 
tion, Telangana can expect 
to have some monsoon ex- 
periences left. 


“Not much extended mon- 
soon is expected this year,” 
she added. The thunder- 
storms expected in early Oc- 


tober will mark the final sig- 
nificant weather activity for 
the season, after which mon- 
soon withdrawal will begin. 


Hindi fortnight 
concludes at 
EFLU 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


English and Foreign Lan- 
guages University (EFLU) 
Vice-Chancellor (in- 
charge) Prof. Haribandi 
Lakshmi said that it is im- 
portant for students and 
other language enthusiasts 
to learn more languages 
and enjoy the advantage in 
the multilingual world. 

Participating as the chief 
guest at the valedictory of 
the Hindi Pakhwada cele- 
brations in the EFLU here 
on Wednesday, Prof. Lak- 
shmi said learning Hindi 
will give an added advan- 
tage to students in their ca- 
reers. 

Highlighting the impor- 
tance of Hindi, she said 
Hindi as a language is gain- 
ing greater popularity not 
only in India but also 
abroad. 

The V-C appreciated the 
Hindi department and 
EFLU Hindi Cell in organ- 
ising various competitions 
and working for the pro- 
motion of Hindi. 
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Will strike Hezbollah... 


SBI Asha Scholarships 
announced 


K’taka withdraws Meet NALSAR’s 


consent to CBI 


Patil rejected suggestions 
that there was any con- 
nection between revoking 
the CBI’s permission to 
operate in the state and 
the allegations of illegali- 
ties in MUDA’s allotment 
of 14 sites to Siddarama- 
iah’s wife. 

“The notification 
granting general consent 
for CBI to probe criminal 
cases in Karnataka state, 
under the Delhi Special 
Police Establishment 
Act, 1946, has been with- 
drawn,” Patil said, adding 
that permission will be 
given on case-by-case 
basis to CBI to conduct 
investigation in the State. 

According to Section 6 
of the Delhi Special Po- 
lice Establishment 
(DSPE) Act, 1946, the 


Central Bureau of Inves- 
tigation (CBI) needs con- 
sent from the respective 
state governments to 
conduct investigations in 
their jurisdiction. “It has 
been done because it is 
clear that the CBI or the 
central government 
while using their instru- 
mentalities are not using 
them judiciously. So, 
case-by-case we will ver- 
ify and give (consent for 
CBI probe), general con- 
sent has been  with- 
drawn,” the Law Minister 
said. 

He said: “We have seen 
that CBI works with prej- 
udice...their conduct has 
led us to come to this de- 
cision....they are biased..., 
hence we have come to 
this decision.” pt: 


Israel hit 75 sites early on 
Thursday across southern 
and eastern Lebanon, the 
military said. After the Beirut 
explosion, dozens of rockets 
were fired toward the north- 
ern Israeli city of Safed, with 
one hitting a street in a 
nearby town. In total, 175 
projectiles were fired from 
Lebanon on Thursday, the 
military said. Most were in- 
tercepted or fell in open 
areas, some sparking wild- 
fires. Israel has talked of a 
possible ground invasion 
into Lebanon to drive 
Hezbollah — an Iranian- 
backed Shiite group that is 
the strongest armed force in 
Lebanon — away from the 
border. It has moved thou- 
sands of troops the north in 
preparation. Thousands of 
Lebanese have fled the south 
in the past week, streaming 


into Beirut and points fur- 
ther north. 

“We now face the risk of 
an all-out war. Another full- 
scale war could be devastat- 
ing for both Israel and 
Lebanon,” US Defence Sec- 
retary Lloyd Austin said 
after talks with his British 
and Australian counterparts 
in London. 

US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken was at the 
UN meeting with Israeli off- 
cials over the truce proposal. 
Speaking in an interview 
with MSNBC, he said major 
powers, the Europeans and 
Arab nations were united, 
“everyone speaking with one 
clear voice about the need to 
get that cease-fire in the 
north.” “I can’t speak for 
him,” Blinken said of Ne- 
tanyahu. Hezbollah has not 
yet responded to the pro- 


posal for a pause in fighting. 
Lebanon’s caretaker Prime 
Minister Najib Mikati wel- 
comed it, but his government 
has no sway over the group. 
Netanyahu’s office down- 
played the initiative, saying 
in a statement that it was 
only a proposal and Israel 
would continue to defend 
against Hezbollah attacks 
from Lebanon. 

One of Netanyahu’s far- 
right governing partners 
threatened to suspend coop- 
eration with his government 
if it signs a temporary truce 
with Hezbollah — and to quit 
completely if a permanent 
deal is reached. “If a tempo- 
rary cease-fire becomes per- 
manent, we will resign from 
the government,” said Na- 
tional Security Minister Ita- 
mar Ben-Gvir, head of the 
Jewish Power party. ap 


‘golden’ boy 


Though bagging a job witha 
very prominent and leading 
law firm, he has decided to 
pursue higher education. “I 
got master’s admission in 
Melbourne Law School, Uni- 
versity of Melbourne, Aus- 
tralia. I will be studying Pub- 
lic and International Law 
with specialisation in crimi- 
nal laws and human rights,” 
said Johari, who hails from 
Jaipur. 

During the convocation on 
Saturday, another student, 
Amishi, will receive seven 
gold medals for academic 
excellence in BA LLB (Hons) 
programme. The convoca- 
tion will see around 50 gold 
medals presented to suc- 
cessful candidates and de- 
grees in LLM, BA LLB Hon- 
ours, MBA and other courses 
awarded to successful candi- 
dates. 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The State Bank of India 
(SBI) Foundation, the CSR 
arm of SBI on Thursday an- 
nounced the launch of 3rd 
edition of its flagship Asha 
Scholarship program, guar- 
anteeing support to 10,000 
meritorious students from 


underprivileged back- 
grounds from across the 
Country. 


On the occasion, Chair- 
man, State Bank Group, 
Challa Sreenivasulu Setty 
said “The scholarships em- 
body SBI’s core value of 
Service beyond Banking”. 

Students from Class 6 th 
to those pursuing PG can 
get benefits from Rs 15,000 
to Rs. 20,00,000. Spe- 
cialised categories are 
available for students in 
High school, pursuing UG 
and PG courses as well as 


for those currently enrolled 
in IITs and IMs in India. 
The scholarship program 
under ‘Study Abroad’ cate- 
gory for SC and ST students 
will support those pursuing 
Masters and above from 
eminent institutions world- 
wide. 

Students from Classes 6 
to 12 who have scored more 
than 75 percent marks in 
the previous academic year 
and have an annual family 
income of less than Rs 3 
lakh per annum are eligible 
to apply in this category. 

The scholarship applica- 
tion is available on 
https://www.sbi- 
fashascholarship.org and 
will remain open till Octo- 
ber 1. For details: Email: 
sbiashascholarship@buddy 
Astudy.com or call 011-430- 
92248 (Ext: 303) between 10 
am and 6 pm from 10 am to 
6pm. 
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SNAP test for 
MBA courses 
Y7 


The Symbiosis Centre 
for Management and 
Human Resource De- 
velopment (SCMHRD) 
announced admissions 
for its MBA pro- 
grammes through the 
Symbiosis National Ap- 
titude Test (SNAP) 
2024, scheduled to be 
held on December 8, 15 
and 21. Prospective 
students can apply for 
admission through the 
official website: 
www.snaptest.org/ on 
or before November 
22. 


HYDERABAD 

34 new test 
cities for XAT 
V 


The Xavier Aptitude 
Test (XAT), a national- 
level MBA/PGDM en- 
trance exam, added 34 
new test cities for its 
2025 edition. With the 
expansion of test 
cities, applicants who 
have already submitted 
their exam forms will 
have the opportunity to 
select new test cities 
on September 28 and 
29. For candidates who 
have not yet applied, 
the option to select 
from the new test 
cities will be available 
from September 28. 


HYDERABAD 
Traffic curbs 
on Saturday 
V 


The Hyderabad Traffic 
Police issued an advi- 
sory in view of Presi- 
dent Droupadi Mur 
mu’s visit to the city on 
Saturday. The public 
was advised to avoid 
the following junctions 
between 9 am and 7 
pm. The junctions are 
Begumpet, Hyderabad 
Public school, PNT 
Junction, Rasoolpura, 
CTO Junction, Plaza, 
Tivoli, Secunderabad 
Club, Karkhana, Trimul- 
gherry Crossroads, 
Lothkunta, Bollarum, 
Rashtrapathi Nilayam 
and surrounding junc- 
tions. “There might be 
traffic congestion on 
the roads leading to 
these junctions. Hence 
the public are advised 
to avoid taking these 
junctions for commut- 
ing,” said P Viswa 
Prasad, Additional 
Commissioner of Po- 
lice (Traffic) in a state- 
ment here on Thurs- 
day. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


Dreams razed 
to the ground 


HYDRAA’s act has deprived us of livelihood, say victims 


Workers removing iron frames and other materials from the premises which were demolished during the recent drive near 
Appa Cheruvu on Thursday. — Photos: Surya Sridhar 


ASIF YAR KHAN 
HYDERABAD 


Making huge investments in 
plastic granules-making, 50- 
year-old Mohd Saber strug- 
gled hard to set up a com- 
pany in Katedan after 
purchasing a land parcel. 

However, his aspirations 
lay shattered in rubble as of- 
ficials from HYDRAA, 
along with HMDA, Irriga- 
tion Department, Revenue 
and Cyberabad Police, de- 
scended on the site with 
earthmovers and pulled 
down the sheds that he had 
painstakingly set up. 

“I had purchased the land 
and set up the company. 
Since 2004 we regularly 
paid power bills and taxes 
too. Without issuing any 
notice or at least holding a 
survey, the demolition was 
done,” laments Saber. 

Along with his son, aged 
around 30, he was seen vis- 
iting the dismantled struc- 
ture and removing machin- 
ery. “We have to start from 
scratch. Removing the ma- 
chinery and reinstalling it 
somewhere else involves a 
huge amount of money,” a 
crestfallen Saber said. His 
son said the demolition was 
a huge penalty imposed on 
the family. “It would have 
been better if we were sent 
to jail and the company con- 
tinued,” he said. 

There were around two 
dozen companies running 
close to the Appa Cheruvu. 
The lake is situated on ei- 
ther side of the railway line 
connecting Falaknuma to 
Umdanagar (Shamshabad). 
The companies, considered 
illegal structures and de- 
molished, were located on 
the southern side of the 


Removing machin- 
ery and reinstalling 
it somewhere else 
involves a huge 
amount of money, 
says Mohd Saber 


railway tracks. Kamal, who 
till recently owned an alu- 
minium plates-making unit, 
is still struggling to deci- 
pher the motive of HY- 
DRAA in demolishing their 
units and depriving them of 
livelihood. “It is not clear if 
the demolitions were about 
so called encroachments in 
the FTL or political re- 
venge targeting some local 
public representative,” he 
further said. 

Satish, who is into the en- 
tertainment industry, said 
he had taken a shed on 
lease in the area which was 
brought down by the HY- 
DRAA bulldozers. “Mater- 
ial worth Rs 30 lakh went 
useless. I wonder what sin I 
am being punished for,” he 
told ‘Telangana Today’. 
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Debris left unattended 


HYDERABAD: It’s been weeks since the HYDRAA razed 
down structures at Bam Rukn Ud-Dowlah (Lake Rukn Ud- 
Dowlah) in the Shivarampally area of Rajendranagar, 
terming it as illegal and constructed in the FTL area, but the 
debris remains at the place. The HYDRAA, with the assis- 
tance of the Cyberabad Police, demolished a few struc- 
tures and boundary walls, a few reportedly belonging to 
VIPs. The task was carried out in a tense atmosphere, with 
the police detaining an MLA and a couple of Corporators 
who came to stop the demolitions. “After the demolitions 
were carried out, no one visited the spot until now,” in- 
formed Jilani, a local resident. On Thursday, one could no- 
tice children playing around at the place where the build- 
ings once stood. “It’s now a playground where children 
from the colony gather in the evening,” he added. 


Daily wagers at the receiving end 


HYDERABAD: In the 
midst of a huge mound of de- 
bris near Appa Cheruvu, 
Mohd Tajuddin, a migrant 
worker from Bihar, assists a 
group of welders in cutting 
down the iron frames. 

He worked under the shed 
that provided him shelter 
from rain and sun and en- 
sured daily bread for his 
family. That was till August 
31, when the HYDRAA offi- 
cials arrived to bulldoze it. 
“The very sight of lathi- 


wielding cops frightened us. 
Without saying a word, we 
moved away from the place. 
The police then cordoned off 
the area and bulldozed the 
structures,” he recalled. 
Around 250 women 
earned anywhere between 
Rs 250 and Rs 350 per day in 
the factories located near 
Appa Cheruvu. After their 
livelihood was reduced to 
rubble, most of the families 
went back to their native 
places. “Only men will re- 


turn, and after finding some 
work, their families will re- 
turn,” said another worker, 
Mahipal. On Thursday, 
when ‘Telangana Today’ vis- 
ited the place, workers were 
found removing the iron 
frames and other materials 
from the premises. “The 
owners came here for a few 
days, pulled a chair and sat 
for a few hours. We have 
been trying to retrieve any- 
thing that is useful,” said 
Kishore, another worker. 


Background check for 
law students must 


They have to declare FIR, criminal cases if any 


YUVRAJ AKULA 
Hyderabad 


The Bar Council of India 
(BCI) has mandated crimi- 
nal background check for all 
law students. From now on, 
all law students have to de- 
clare any ongoing FIR, crim- 
inal case, conviction or ac- 
quittal before the issuance 
of their final mark sheets 
and degrees. 

The BCI recently issued a 
circular to all law universi- 
ties Vice Chancellors and 
registrars, and Centres of 
Legal Education (CLEs) di- 
recting them to hold a thor- 
ough criminal background 
check on each student be- 
fore issuing the final mark 
sheets and degrees. 

Asking the law institu- 
tions to report all such cases 
via email 
(bciinfo21@gmail.com), the 
BCI said the CLEs must wait 
for its decision before issu- 
ing the final mark sheet and 


degree to students. The 
move by the BCI comes in 
response to judicial obser- 
vation regarding the need to 
monitor antecedents and 
backgrounds of law stu- 
dents. 

Further, students have 
been prohibited from pursu- 
ing more than one regular 
degree programme simulta- 
neously. Law students have 
been asked to declare that 
they are not pursuing any 
other academic programme 
while pursuing their LLB 
degree. However, short- 
term, part-time certificate 
courses in areas such as lan- 
guage or computer applica- 
tion or distance learning 
programmes can be pur- 
sued. This apart, students 
have also been asked to de- 
clare that they were not en- 
gaging in any job or service 
during the LLB degree un- 
less obtaining a valid No 
Objection Certificate. The 
BCI has also mandated the 


installation of a biometric 
attendance system and 
CCTV camera surveillance, 
including in classrooms, in 
all law universities and col- 
leges. Students must submit 
an undertaking that con- 
firms compliance with 
criminal background dis- 
closure, simultaneous de- 
gree rules, employment sta- 
tus and attendance norms. 
This declaration must be 
provided before the is- 
suance of final mark sheets 
and degrees, the BCI said, 
adding that students who 
fail to submit the requisite 
information will face aca- 
demic and legal conse- 
quences, including the 
withholding of their mark 
sheets and degrees. 

The law institutions fail- 
ing to enforce these man- 
dates will face disciplinary 
actions, including de-recog- 
nition or disapproval of af- 
filiation by the BCI, it 
added. 


HYDRAA acting 
unilaterally: Kishan 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 
Union Coal Minister 


G Kishan Reddy on Thurs- 
day questioned the actions 
of HYDRAA and alleged 
that the State government, 
without any plan or policy, 
was demolishing structures 
on lake beds and buffer 
zones creating fear and con- 
fusion among the people. 
In a letter addressed to 
Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy, Kishan alleged that 
the HYDRAA was taking 
decisions unilaterally with- 
out considering the permis- 
sions and the documents is- 
sued by the Revenue 
Department, GHMC and 
the HMDA. Stating that the 
government should have 
discussed the issue with all 
the stakeholders and then 
taken a decision, Kishan 
asked the government to 


take action against the offi- 
cials responsible for grant- 
ing various permissions. 

“We do not support en- 
croachments and_ illegal 
constructions. We want the 
government to act legally, 
fairly and in accordance 
with the principles of natu- 
ral justice. Especially in the 
case of the poor and middle 
class. For decades GHMC 
and HMDA were collecting 
taxes and now suddenly 
people’s houses have be- 
come illegal. Where should 
they go? What would hap- 
pen to the poor and middle 
class people? They have 
taken loans. Who will repay 
them? “he asked. He urged 
the government not to issue 
any special directions to 
banks and NBFCs to take 
decisions contrary to the 
existing lending norms as it 
would affect the housing 
sector. 


Docs caution of 
asymptomatic 
heart disease 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Doctors from GVK Health 
Hub urged people to be 
wary of asymptomatic car- 
diac diseases, a condition 
in which patients have a 
heart ailment but do not 
have symptoms. 
“Asymptomatic heart 
disease means no visible 
symptoms, but it does not 
mean the disease isn’t pres- 
ent. Many patients may 
feel fine while still har- 
bouring underlying condi- 
tions that could lead to se- 
rious cardiac events in the 
future. Screening becomes 
crucial in these cases,” said 
Dr NG Sastry, Medical Di- 
rector, GVK Health Hub. 
Dr Sastry and senior car- 
diologist Dr SriKrishna 
Srikakulapu urged people 
to focus on identifying risk 
factors and undergo proac- 
tive heart health screening. 


Jilted lover 
attacks woman 


HYDERABAD: A jilted 
lover attacked a woman at 
Uppal. Sai Kumar (24) had 
been friends with the 23- 
year-old woman for the last 
few years. For the last one 
month, the woman had been 
avoiding Sai over some is- 
sues. Angered over this, 
while the victim was wait- 
ing at a bus stop, Sai went to 
her, and when she refused 
to talk to him, he confronted 
her and attacked with a 
knife leading to a bleeding 
injury on her hand. Locals 
caught hold of him and 
handed over to the police. 


Efforts on to ease traffic 
congestion in Cyberabad 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Cyberabad Police Commis- 
sioner Avinash Mohanty, 
along with Joint Commis- 
sioner of Traffic D Joel 
Davis, conducted a compre- 
hensive inspection of key 
traffic-prone areas within 
Cyberabad. The inspection 
was carried out in collabo- 
ration with multiple stake- 
holders, including GHMC, 
Telangana State Power Dis- 
tribution Company Limited 
and Town Planning officials. 

GHMC Zonal Commis- 
sioner Upender Reddy, 
TGSPDCL assistant engi- 
neer Prashanth, Madhapur 
Traffic Assistant Commis- 
sioner of Police Satya- 
narayana and Madhapur 
Traffic Inspector G Narsiah 
were also present. 

The primary objective of 
this visit was to assess and 
implement measures aimed 


Cyberabad CP Avinash Mohanty, along with other officials during 
the inspection of key traffic-prone areas on Thursday. 


at reducing road congestion 
and enhancing overall road 
infrastructure. The officers 
began their visit at the 
JNTU-Yashoda ROB road, 
Siddhi Vinayak Nagar, Mad- 
hapur, and the NIA Service 
road, where they analysed 
existing road congestion is- 
sues and identified potential 
solutions to improve traffic 
flow. Ongoing work to 


widen the carriageway on 
both sides from Cyber Tow- 
ers Junction to Yashoda 
Hospital, aimed at easing 
traffic flow and reducing 
bottlenecks in the area, was 
also inspected. Joint Com- 
missioner of Traffic D Joel 
Davis said efforts were on to 
take every possible measure 
to improve the traffic situa- 
tion in Cyberabad. 


Special trains 
to clear 


festival rush 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


In order to clear rush of 
passengers during Dasara, 
Diwali and Chhath festi- 
vals, the SCR announced 
special trains between var- 
ious destinations. 
Accordingly, 14 services 
of Train No 07063/07064 
Kacheguda-Tirupati- 
Kacheguda train will be op- 
erated. Train No 07063 
Kacheguda-Tirupati will 
be operated on Tuesdays 
on October 1, 8, 15, 22 and 
29 and November 5 and 12 
and Train No 07064 Tiru- 
pati-Kacheguda will be op- 
erated on Wednesdays on 
October 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 
and November 6 and 13. 
Meanwhile, Train No. 
07041 Secunderabad - 
Tirupati train services will 
be run on Wednesdays and 
Fridays on October 2, 4, 9, 
ll, 16, 18, 23, 25, 30 and No- 
vember 1, 6, 8, 13 and 15. 


DCA officials raid 
quack’s clinic 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The drug inspectors from 
Drugs Control Administra- 
tion (DCA), Telangana 
raided the premises of a 
quack, Vasantpur Raviku- 
mar, who was practicing al- 
lopathy without MBBS 
qualification in a clinic at 
Velgonda Village, Bijina- 
palle mandal, Nagarkurnool 
district. 

During the raids, the DCA 
team seized nearly 20 vari- 
eties of medicines, includ- 
ing higher generation an- 
tibiotics, anti-ulcer drugs, 
analgesics, etc, worth Rs 
10,000, which were illegally 
stocked without a drug li- 
cense for sale at the clinic. 

The raids were con- 
ducted by S_ Viswanth 
Reddy, Drugs Inspector, 
Nagarkurnool, and S Vinay, 
Drugs Inspector, Narayan- 
pet along with other offi- 


cers. DG, TSDCA, V B Ka- 
malasan Reddy said whole- 
salers/dealers who supply 
medicines to such unquali- 
fied persons were also pun- 
ishable under the Drugs 
and Cosmetics Act, and 
stringent action shall be 
taken against such whole- 
salers/dealers. 

In another raid, the DCA 
teams detected drugs 
falsely manufactured and 
sold under the guise of 
food products or nutraceu- 
ticals. The DCA teams de- 
tected Ferin-XT tablets 
(Ferrous Ascorbate, Folic 
Acid, and Zinc Tablets) 
circulating in the market in 
Hyderabad. The tablets 
were falsely manufactured 
under a ‘food license 
(FSSAI license)’, DCA said. 
The tablets were found to 
be illegally manufactured 
at Twins Pharma, S V 
Nagar, Mallapur, as a food 
product/nutraceutical. 


Goldfish Abode Pvt 
Ltd MD held for 
Rs 6.81 crore fraud 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


The Economic Offences 
Wing of the Cyberabad Po- 
lice arrested the managing 
director of Goldfish Abode 
Private Limited, V Chandra 
Sekhar, for alleged financial 
fraud and misappropriation 
of funds intended for the 
villa owners’ association. 

EOW Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Police K Prasad, in 
a press release, said a com- 
plaint was received from S 
Vikranth Reddy, Secretary 
of Zresta Villas Owners 
MMACS in which he stated 
that Chandrasekar Vege 
unauthorisedly executed 
villa registrations through 
his directors between 2020- 
2023 by violating AGP cum 
Development Agreement 
and also misappropriated 
Rs 6.81 crore collected from 
villa owners towards cor- 
pus fund and maintenance 
charges. 

Based on the complaint, a 
case was registered at EOW 
PS, Cyberabad, and while 
the investigation was in 
progress, the suspect was 
arrested and produced be- 
fore the court and sent to ju- 


Chandra Sekhar 
failed to transfer 
the collected funds 
in total to Zresta 
Villas Owners 
MMACS Ltd 


dicial remand. During the 
investigation, it was re- 
vealed that the suspect was 
involved in seven criminal 
cases within the Narsingi 
police limits and one case at 
Gachibowli police and the 
PD Act was invoked against 
him by the Narsingi Police. 

According to the EOW 
officials, the suspect exe- 
cuted property registra- 
tions of villas in Zresta 
Gated Community through 
his Additional Directors, 
despite having personally 
signed the sale agreements 
and collected Rs 3,96,38,781 
as corpus fund and Rs 
2,85,39,945 as maintenance 
charges from villa owners 
between 2021-2023. He al- 
legedly failed to transfer the 
collected funds in total to 
Zresta Villas Owners 
MMACS Ltd. 


IMMANUEL BUSINESS SCHOOL 
(Approved by AICTE, Affiliated to JNTU-H) 
Solipet (V) Bommalaramaram (M) YBG (D) Hyderabad 
Cont: 9533523406 
SPOT & MANAGEMENT QUOTA ADMISSION 
(MBA"B"Category) NOTIFICATION 2024-2025 


The Last Date for receiving of Application from the eligible 
Candidates is 01-10-2024 


MBA "B" CATEGORY NOTIFICATION 2024-2025 


Intake 
120 


Category 'B' Seats 
36 


SECRETARY 


No 


Telangana Today 


Friday 
September 27, 2024 
HYDERABAD 


O4 


KOTHAGUDEM 


CRPF camp 
attacked 


v 


Maoists have report- 
edly attacked a CRPF 
camp at Pusuguppa in 
Cherla mandal in the 
district on Telangana- 
Chhattisgarh borders. 
It was said that 
Maoists fired grenades 
using barrel grenade 
launchers in a flash at- 
tack on the camp late 
on Wednesday. Secu- 
rity personnel retorted 
the attack by firing at 
the Maoists. No casual- 
ties were reported. 


News from 


HYDERABAD 


Withdraw memo 
issued to Medical 
Officer: TGGDA 


STATE BUREAU 


Nizamabad 


The TGGDA district unit has 
demanded the withdrawal of 
memo issued to Jukkal Medical 
Officer S Vittal for not main- 
taining the dressing area, be- 
sides failing to ensure segrega- 
tion of bio-medical waste. The 
memo was issued on Monday. 

The Sub Collector had in- 
spected the Community Health 
Centre, Jukkal on Saturday. 
After noticing that the dressing 
area was not being maintained 
properly and segregation of bio- 
medical waste was not ensured, 
the Jukkal Tahsildar following 
the Sub Collector’s reference is- 
sued a memo to Vittal. 

How can an MRO-rank offi- 
cer issue a memo to an RDO 
and above rank officer? If this 
continues, there would be lack 
of coordination between de- 
partments and people would be 
inconvenienced, TGGDA said. 


AJIO launches H&M 
on its platform 


CITY BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


AJIO, a fashion e-tailer, on 
Thursday announced the 
launch of H&M, a brand 
known for fashion and qual- 
ity at the best price, on its 
platform. 

The partnership aims to 
enhance H&M’s online 
presence, complementing 
its existing omni-channel 
offering by making afford- 
able, high-quality fashion 
accessible through AJIO, 
which adds another interna- 
tional brand to its robust 
brand portfolio, a press re- 
lease said. 

The collaboration marks 
an opportunity for H&M 
and AJIO to solidify their 
presence in the Indian fash- 
ion e-retail market. 

While AJIO strengthens 
its international brands 


Partnership aims 
to enhance H&M’s 
online presence, 
complementing 
its existing omni- 
channel offering 


portfolio, H&M aims to ex- 
pand its reach and online 
market share by leveraging 
AJIO’s digital platform and 
expansive reach, the press 
release added. 

“The launch of H&M on 
AJIO not only enriches the 
diverse tapestry of styles 
the platform offers but also 
symbolises our commit- 
ment to providing our cus- 
tomers with the latest 
global brands and trends,” 
AJIO CEO P Vineeth Nair 
said in a statement. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


CHANGE OF NAME DOB 


|, KHUSHALI D/o. JITENDRA PAGARIYA, H.No- 
3-6-453, VAISHNAV APARTMENTS, ST NO-5, 
HYD, TG- 500029. Hence changed my name 
as, NAME- KHUSHALI SURNAME -JAIN D/o- 


JITENDRA PAGARIYA, DOB-01/04/2008 
[1T-8364] 


1, Manoj Majethia S/o. Gopalji Govindji (Old 
name) R/o. 15-4-206, Gowliguda Chaman, 
Osmanshahi, Begum Bazar, Nampally, 
Hyderabad -500012, Telangana, India, 
Changed my New name as Manoj Gopalji 


Majethia S/o Gopalji Govindji Majethia. 
[1T-333066] 


I, P KRISHNAMOHAN, R/o. M-10, Sri Srila 
Park Pride, Hydernagar, Kukatpally, Ranga 
reddy, PIN: 500049, Telangana, changed 


my name as PAGADALA KRISHNA MOHAN 
(1T-8308] 


|, Kasula Chandana, W/o. Kasula Chandrashekar 
Aged 48 Years, Occ: Household, R/o. H.No. 
1-51, Sulthan Pally Village, Shamshabad 
Mandal, Ranga Reddy District, Telangana 
State., do hereby state that | got married 
with Kasula Chandrashekar Goud on 
12-10-1995 as per Hindu rights and 
customs. That before marriage my name 
has been recorded in my SSC Certificate 
as B Kavitha Rani and after my marriage 
my name has been changed as Kasula 
Chandana. Therefore | hereby my name 
and shall hereafter be known as Kasula 


Chandana for all future purpose. 
[TT-338853] 


|, Mohd Habeeb Kadir Shaikh S/o Abdul 
Kadir Shaikh R/o. 1-15/F32, Kargil Colony, Kodangal- 
509338, Vikarabad dist, T.S. Changed My Name As 


Mohammed Habeeb Shaik S/o Abdul kadir Shaikh. 
(TT-331620] 


|, BASHEER AHMED, R/o. H.0. 24-90, Kouser 
Masjid Colony, Farooqnagar, Rangareddy 
District-509216, Telangana State has 
changed my name as MOHAMMED 


BASHEER AHMED S/o Ismail Ahmed. 
[TT-338853] 


I, Pesarikayala Padma W/o. 
Pesarikayala Narasimha Reddy, 
R/o. H.No. 3-77, Mallikarjuna Nagar, 
Medipally Mandal, Medchal 
Dist. Telangana Changed my 
name from Pesarakayala Padma 
to Pesarikayala Padma, is one 


and same person's name only. 
(TT-12496] 


|, MOHAMMED IBRAHIM ABDUL HAFEEZ 
S/o. ABDUL HAFEEZ R/o:- 19-5-31/A/26/3, 
BAHADURPURA HYD TS -64, changed 


my name as MOHAMMED IBRAHIM. 
[1T-12496] 


1, ALLAM VENKATESWARI. R/o: C6-4/5, 
DOOR No: 167, VINDYA, GOUTHAMI 
NAGAR COLONY, ASWAPURAM, 
BHADRADI KOTHAGUDAM. 507116, 
TELANGANA. CHANGED MY NAME AS 
"ALLAM PEDA VENKATESWARI. 


W/o: ALLAM VENKATA REDDY. 
[TT-8359] 


1, Mohammed Razaq Qaan. S/o. 
Mohammed Osman Khan. R/o. H.No. 
11-11-178, Street-2, Rehmathnagar, 
Bypass Rd, Khammam, TS, Changed 


My name as Mohammed Razaq Khan. 
(TT-8359] 


|, A ANITA alias NANDAMURI RAMACHAND 
D/o N MAHESH, for the purpose of correction 
of wrong entries occurred in Aadhar 
Card and SSC certificate, due to parental 
mistake, Shall hence forth be known as 
KOSARAJU RAMACHAND W/o KOSARAJU 


VENKATESHWARA RAO, For all Records purpose. 
[TT-8359] 


I, AISHA BEGUM, R/o. H.No: 18-11- 
67/5, SALALA, BARKAS, HYD, TS. HAVE 
CHANGED MY NAME AS AISHA KHAN 


D/o. MOHAMMED SHABEER KHAN 
[1T-8359] 


|, SHAHEEN KHAN, R/o. H.No: 16-7-18, FLAT 
NO 201, BLOSSOM HOMES, CHADERGHAT, 
AZAM PURA HYD, TS. HAVE CHANGED 
MY NAME AS SHAHEEN BEGUM W/o 


MOHAMMED NOORUDDIN CHAND 
[TT-8359] 


I, Suhas Akshatha D/o. Suhas Nandan R/o: 
6-10-148/11, PT no 1144, Sai Nagar, Balanagar, 
Tirumalagiri, Medchal, T.S. Changed My 


Name as SUHAS NANDAN AKSHATHA 
[TT-8360] 


1, SUHAS PRASIDHA W/o. Suhas Nandan 
R/o: 6-10-148/11, PT No. 1144, Sai Nagar, 
Balanagar, Tirumalagiri, Medchal, T.S. Changed 


My Name as PAVITHRAN PRASIDHA DEVI 
[1T-8360] 


1, MOHAMMED MEHRAJ UDDIN R/o. H.No. 
16-2-19/3, AKBAR BAGH, DARGA UJALA SHAH, 
MALAKPET, Hyderabad, 500036, T.S. Changed 


My Name As MOHAMMED MERAJUDDIN 
[17-8360] 


Il, PARVEEN BEGUM, R/o. H.No. 17-1- 
269/1/A, SANTOSH NAGAR, SAIDABAD, 
Hyderabad, 500059, T.S. Changed My 


Name As SYEDA GHOUSIA BEGUM. 
[1T-8360] 


1, MOHAMMED ZIA UR REHMAN R/o. 20-7- 
463, MALLED KI TALEEM FATHE DARWAZA 
HYD TS Changed My Name As MOHD ZIA UR 


REHMAN S/o. MOHAMMED ATA UR RAHMAN 
(17-8361) 


1], WAHEDA W/o. MOHAMMED KHAJA 
SHAREEF R/o. P.No. 325 & 326, GOLDEN HEIGHTS 
MALLAPUR Balapur R. R TS- 500076, Changed 


My Name As WAHEDUNNISA BEGUM 
[17-8361] 


|, DEEPAK YADAV R/o. F.No. 3D, 3RD FLR, SREENIDHI APTS, 
PARKVIEW ENCLAVE, HASMATHPET ROAD, Bowenpally, 
Sec'bad Hyd-9. TS. Changed My Name As DEVRATHIYA 


DEEPAK YADAV S/o. DEVRATHIYA CHAGAN LAL YADAV 
[1T-8361] 


|, VASIREDDI NAGA SRIDEVI R/o. E-51, F.No. 503, 5 
TH Flr, VAISHNAVI DIAMOND ENCLAVE, Madhura 
Nagar, Hyd -500038, T.S Changed My Name As 


VASIREDDI NAGA SREEDEVI W/o. VASIREDDI RAVIKANTH. 
(17-8361) 


|, BANOTHU CHANTI S/o, BANOTHU SRINU R/o. H.No- 
1-509/1 Brahmamgari Thanda, Kesamudram Station, 
Kesamudram Mandal, Kesamudram, Kesamudram, 
Mahabubabad, Telangana, Pin Code-506112. Have 


changed my name as BANOTHU LAKSHMAN. 
[17-8264] 


|, SHEK PARVIN D/o. BANGARU THAMMINAIDU 
W/o MUSHI R/o. D.No-29-251, Rajiv Nagar, Jan- 
gareddygudem, West Godhavari, A.P, Pin-534447. 
Have changed my name as BANGARU PADMA. | 


have changed my name only and not my religion. 
(1T-8264] 


1, AMBALA YAKAIAH S/o. LAXMAIAH 
H/No: 6-56, Devaruppula Warangal, Andhra 
Pradesh-506302. Have changed my name 


as AMBALA GOWTHAM NANDHAN. 
[17-8264] 


It is for general information that |, KETAVATH SAl KUMAR 
S/o KETAVATH RAMULU R/o. H.No-42-664, 201 2nd Floor, 
Shiva Nagar, Shiridhi Hills Masjid, Jagathgiigutta, VTC; 
Balanagar, PO; Balanagar, District; K.v. Rangareddy, State; 
Telangana. Pin Code- 500037, Declare that name of mine 
and my father names have been wrongly written as 
KETAVATH SAI KUMAR, KETAVATHRAMULUin S.S.C, ADAR, 
PAN CARD,. The actual name of mine and my father names 
are CHILUKA VIJAY SAI MUDIRAJ and CHILUKA RAMULU 
MUDIRAJ respectively which may be amended accordingly. 


(1T-8264] 
© 
Telangana Today 
# 8-2-603/1/78,9, 
Road No 10, Banjara Hills, 


Hyderabad - 34 


Email: 
t.todayadvt@gmail.com 


|, LANJAPALLI KARUNYA D/o. RAVI KUMAR R/o. 
H.No-11-9-33/1, Burahan Puram, Khammam (Urban), 
Khammam, Telangana, Pin Code-507001. Have 


changed my name as LANKAPALLI KARUNYA 
(1T-8264] 


1, ETTADI PITCHAIAH S/o. NAGA RAJU 
R/o. H.No- 5-57, Main Bazar, Kocharla, 
Guntur, A.P, Pin-522647. Have changed 


my name as ETTADI GOWTHAM 
[17-8264] 


1, BEJJENKI PRADEEP REDDY S/o 
MADHUSUDHAN REDDY, R/o. H.No. 4-2-26, 
Hussenabad, Bhongir, Dist. Yadadri Bhongir 
Dist, T.S-508116. my wife Name mentioned 
in my Passport No. V 1622592 as SANTOSHI 
REDDY BEJJENKI, After Marriage her Name 
is continued as THUMMALA SANTOSHI 


REDDY W/o BEJJENKI PRADEEP REDDY. 
[1T-8364] 


|, RAHIMUNIISSA BEGUM W/o. SYED SAMIUDDIN 
R/o. 17-1-181/M/107, DARAB JUNG Cly, Madannapet 
Saidabad Hyd-500 059 Changed My Name to 
RAHEEM UNNISA BEGUM W/o. SYED SAMIUDDIN 

[TT-8364] 


|, NAGIREDY AMITHREDDY R/o. H.No. 1-13-35/1, RP 
NAGAR, ATTILI RESIDENCY, LOTHKUNTA, Sec'bad- 
500015. TG Changed My Name to NAGIREDDY 


AMITHREDDY S/o, NAGIREDDY RAMCHANDRA REDDY. 
[17-8364] 


I, Maleka R/o. 19-2-24/A/28/1, 
Kalapather, Bahadurpura, Hyd, 
T.S. Changed my name as Maleka 


Banu W/o. Mohammed Ali 
[1T-8364] 


1, Meena Devi Kadel W/o. Rajesh Kumar 
Kadel R/o: 21-2-451, Mitti ka Sher, 
Charminar, Hyd Has Changed My Name 


as MEENA DEVI W/o. RAJESH KUMAR 
[1T-8364] 


1, Karingula Srinivas Reddy S/o. Late Narsimha 
Reddy R/o. 6-5, Plot No. 813, Buddanagar Colony, 
Peerzadiguda, Medipally, Medchal-Malkajgiri Dist, 
TG., Changed my daughter name as Karingula 
Vaishnavi Reddy instead of Karingula Vaishnavi 


(1T-11577] 
LOST 
1, KUNDAPURA PRANITHA GOTA, W/o 


K.Raghavendra gota, R/o. Flat No. 407, 6th 
block, MIG, Chitrapuri colony, Manikonda 
Jagir, RR Dist,T.S. | Lost My Original Sale Deed 
Doct. No. 9498/2022, During House Renovation, 


If anyone found, pls call: 9704631345 
[1T-333067] 


1, ABUL HAMEED SULAIMAN S/o. 
Late Shaik Fareed R/o. H.No: 1-6- 
925, Zamistanpur, Musheerabad 
Near Ekminar Masjid, Lost my 
original Passport No: 084963 
which was Lost During Shifting of 
my shop papers, If any body found 


please Contact: 9396417561. 
[TT-8309] 


1, TSWAYAM S/o. YADAGIRI RAO, R/o. 
H.No. 30-1575/1/103, West Chandragiri 
Colony, Neredmet, Malkajgiri, Lost my 
Original Sale Deeds Doct. No. 71/2002 & 
2682/2006, while travelling in bus from 
Chandragiri Colony to Neredmet on :2/9/24. 


if Anyone Found Pls Cont: 9241118358 
(1T-8359] 


1, MOHD. RAISUDDIN S/o Mohd. Ikramuddin, 
R/o. H.No. 1-4- 27/71/157, Padmashali Colony, 
Bholakpur, Musheerabad, Hyderabad, T.S. 
Has Misplaced my Original property 
Doct. No: 683/2010 SRO Secunderabad. 


If Anyone Found Pls Cont 9347207155 
[TT-8360] 


PUBLIC & COURT 
NOTICE & 
CLASSIFIEDS 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
9848077857 
9182777757 


1, MIRZA IRFAN ALI BAIG S/o. MIRZA SIRAJ ALI 
BAIG, R/o. 10-5-86/1/B, Ahmed Nagar, First 
Lancer, MasabTank Hyd- 500028 TS, | have Lost 
My Passport V3175581 Date of Issue 14-09-2021 
Issue at HYD, Expiry date: 13-09-2031 while 
travelling from my Residence to Xerox Shop at 
Bada Bazar First Lancer, on dated 16-09-2024 


if anyone found plz Contact -7013500095 
(1T-8361) 


|, Mr, SUDHAKAR JETTY S/o. JETTY NARSING 
RAO, R/o: Flat No 504, D-Block, The Lawnz, 
Kokapet vill, Gandipet (M) R.R Dist. T.S-75, 
Has lost my Link Doct no 602/1980. If 


Anyone found Pls Cont: 7337000295 
[TT-8364] 


NAME CHANGE 


|, O Jumeela spouse of 
Oruganti Sudhir Babu 
resident of E-18/4, Research 
Centre Imarat, 
Vignyanakancha, Hyderabad- 
500069 have changed my 
Name from O Jumeela to 
Oruganti Jumeela 
vide.Affidavit 3816408172 
7283856723-00088631. 
Dated: 25th Sept. 2024 


CHANGE OF NAME 
| Gudipalli Saroja (Old Name) 
Wio. Kalvakolanu Gangadhar 
Sarma R/o. Plot No 178, 
R.No.7 Vijayapuri Colony, 
Vansthalipuram, Hyd -70. 


all Future Correspondence. 


LOST OF DOCUMENT 
Il, LAXMI KAMESHWARI, 
have lost my original link 
Registered Sale deed bearing 
document no. 1256/1961 
dated on 30/05/1961 in respect 
of Plot No. 197 in Survey No. 
13/2 admeasuring 266 Sq. 
yds situated in Saleem 


anyone found document 
please contact: 


1, Mohd. Ghulam Ishaq S/o. Mohd. 
Ghulam Hasan, aged about 32 years, 
Occ: Business, R/o. H.No. 3-6-15, 
Maina Bowli, Nalgonda, Telangana- 


eaders are advised to make 
appropriate enquiries while 
responding to advertisements 
in these columns Telangana 
Publications Pvt. Ltd. does 
not vouch for any claims 
made by the Advertisers. The 
Printer, Publisher, Editor and 


held responsible / liable 
or any consequences, in 
case such claims are 
ound to be false. 


BRS team 
studies BC 
quota in TN 


STATE BUREAU 
HYDERABAD 


The Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) stressed that to en- 
sure reservations for BCs in 
education and jobs in the 
State, replicating the Tamil 
Nadu reservation model 
was the best possible solu- 
tion. A team of senior BRS 
leaders visited Chennai on 
Thursday. They interacted 
with Tamil Nadu BC Wel- 
fare Minister Raja Kannap- 
pan and BC Commission 
members, and studied the 
implementation of reserva- 
tions for BCs. 

The Tamil Nadu BC 
Commission officials gave a 
presentation on socio and 
legal measures taken up for 
BC reservations. Soon after 
the Indira Sahni case judge- 
ment, the State government 
enacted a special reserva- 
tion Act. They also ex- 
plained as to how measures 
were taken up to protect 
BCs from legal disputes, be- 
sides putting up a fight with 
the union government for 
inclusion in the Ninth 
Schedule of the Constitu- 
tion. Further, the Justice 
Ambashankar Commission 
had conducted a compre- 
hensive house-to-house 
survey for BC reservations 
and collected all the details 
of the community represen- 
tation in education and em- 
ployment sectors, they said. 

When the BRS leaders 
sought details on reserva- 
tions in the legislature and 
local bodies, they explained 
that though there were no 
reservations, with social 
awareness, BC, SC and ST 
candidates had won and 
represented more than 90 
per cent of the seats. 

Opposition leader in 
Council Sirikonda Mad- 
husudanachary, MP V 
Ravichandra, ex-Minister V 
Srinivas Goud and others 
were part of the delegation. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

The general public is hereby in- 
formed that my Clients, agreed to pur- 
chase All that the open PLOT 
BEARING NO. 1B admeasuring 296.00 
Sq.Yards, or equivalent to 247.456 Sq. 
meters, in survey No.86 Part, situated at 
Kuntool Village, Hayathnagar, Ranga 
Reddy District, T.S, and bounded as 
follows: NORTH: EXISTING ROAD, 
SOUTH: PLOT NO.2, EAST: PLOTTED 
AREA, WEST: PLOT NO.1A, From 1) 
MR. BODDU RAVINDRA, S/o. MR. 
DAMODARAIAH, Aged about 57 years, 
Occupation: Business, R/o H.No. 9-21, 
Shali Khan Street, Opp. Post Office, 
Nagarkurnool, Mahabubnagar, T.S., and 
2) MR. BODDU SRIDHAR, S/o. MR. 
DAMODARAIAH, Aged about 52 years, 
Occupation: Business, R/o H.No. 5-3- 
917/P12, ROAD No.3, SATYASAGAR 
COLONY, Vanastalipuram, R.R. Dist., T.S., 
Any persons(s) having any objection(s), 
charge, claim, lien over the said property 
shall approach the under signed office 
within SEVEN (7) days from the date of 
this publication. No objection/claim of 
what so ever in nature will be considered 
after the specified period and registration 
as per law will be procured. 

Sd/- S.K. AGARWAL, 
Advocate, 
#1-2-298, Amarnath Kunj, St No.7, 
Domalguda, Hyderabad-500029 T.S. 
Ph. No: 9246507622. 


IN THE DEBTS RECOVERY 
APPELLATE TRIBUNAL AT KOLKATA 
9, Old Post Office Street, 7th 
Floor, Kolkata-700001 
Appeal No. 85 of 2024 


..Appellant 


1. A. Lakshmi Narasimha Rao, S/o 
Late Lakshma Rao, R/o H. No. 11-9- 


Colony, Kothapeta, Saroornagar' 
Mandal, Ranga Reddy District- 
500035. Respondent No.3 
2. A. Jyothi, Wife of A. Lakshmi 
Narasimha Rao, H. No. 11-9-95/1, 
Road No.1, Lakshminagar Colony, 
Kothapeta, Saroornagar Mandal, 
Ranga Reddy District- 500035. 


WHEREAS the Appellant has filed 
an appeal Under Section 18 of the 
Securitization and Reconstruction of 
Financial Assets and Enforcement of| 
Security Interest Act, 2002 against 
the order passed by the Learned 
Presiding Officer, DRT -ll 


reliefs. You are hereby summoned to 
appear and file written statement 
before this Tribunal at 10.30 a.m. or| 
at such time immediately thereafter! 
according to the convenience of 
Tribunal on 01.10.2024 to answer 
the claim. 

2. Ifyou intend to file any documents, 
you may file the same with a list 
along with the written statement. 

3. You should file your registered 
address and a memo of appearance 
when you enter appearance before 
the Tribunal either in person or by a 
pleader/ Advocate duly instructed. 


herein before the proceeding will be 
heard and determined in your 
absence. 

Given under my hand and seal of 
the Tribunal on this 23rd day of 
September, 2024. 

Signature of the Officer 
Authorized to issue Summons 


Growing importance 
of spiritual tourism 


hat is TeerthaYa- 
\ \ } tra? Srimad Bha- 
gavatam, which is 


considered the natural 
commentary of Vedanta by 
Vyasadeva, declares about 
the Holy Places. 

Auspicious indeed are 
the places where there is a 
Temple of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, 
a, in which He is duly 
worshiped, and also the 
places where there flow the 
celebrated sacred rivers 
mentioned in the PurLas, 
the supplementary Vedic 
literatures. Anything spiri- 
tual done there is certainly 
very effective. (SB 7.14.29) 

All these auspicious 
places are known as Holy 
Tirthas. Shastras enjoin 
that one should make 
Teertha Yatra, or a pil- 
grimage Yatra to these 
Holy sites, in order to ben- 
efit spiritually. 


Historical Significance 
of TeerthaYatra 

From Srimad Bhagavatam, 
we see that the tradition of 
Teertha Yatra is very old, 
existing in this universe 
from the beginning of cre- 
ation! In our recent history, 
there is an instance de- 
scribed in Srimad Bhaga- 
vatam about the pilgrimage 
of Vidura. It is said that 
Vidura didn’t take part in 
the battlefield of Kuruk- 
shetra and went on a 
Teertha Yatra across the 
globe. At some point, he re- 
turns to the palace of Yud- 
histira Maharaj who says: 
My Lord, devotees like 
your good self are verily 
holy places personified. Be- 
cause you carry the Per- 
sonality of Godhead within 
Your Heart, You turn all 
places into places of pil- 
grimage. (SB 1.13.10) 

In Yudhistira’s words, 
we can understand that a 
Maha-Bhagavata himself is 
a pilgrimage place! Also 
Mahabharat describes that 
even Lord Balarama, the 
elder brother of Lord Sri 
Krishna, did not take part 
in the battle but rather 
went on a Pilgrimage! It is 
mentioned that Lord 
Balarama visited Tirumala 
Venkateshwara during 
those days! It is a 5000- 
year-old visit! 


Consciousness to be 
maintained during 
TeerthaYatra 

When one visits Teertha 
Yatras, he goes there with 


the intention of seeking 
blessings of the Lord and 
His Great Devotees who 


can speak about the 
Supreme Personality of 
Godhead and the way to 
reach Him. TeerthaYatra 
is meant for Tapas or vol- 
untarily taking some in- 
convenience. One should 
not look for comforts dur- 
ing Pilgrimage. 


What should we do ina 
Holy Place? 

One will be endowed with 
all auspicious blessings if 
one performs austerities in 
a Holy Place. One should 
practice Brahmacharya, 
fasting at least for half a 
day, take a bath in the Holy 
River, refrain from liquor, 
meat, and gambling, take 
Darshan of Deities, and 
most importantly, one 
should chant the Holy 
Names of the Lord, and 
should hear the glories of 
the Pilgrimage Site as well 
as of the Lord from Saintly 
Devotees. 


Important Places of 
Pilgrimage for All 
India or Bharat is itself a 
place of Pilgrimage! Its 
land is blessed with the 
movement of the Lotus 
feet of the Supreme Per- 
sonality of Godhead in the 
form of Krishna, Rama, 
and many other Avataras. 
Although it is difficult to 
point out the places of pil- 
grimage for all, one’s life is 
considered successful if 
one can see the following 
pilgrimage sites: 
Vrindavan and Mathura 
- the place of Lord Kr- 
ishna’s appearance and 
Lilas - One can see promi- 
nent 6 - Goswami Temples 
and take bath in Yamuna 
river. 
Ayodhya - the place of 
Lord Ramachandra’s ap- 
pearance of Lilas. 
Prayagraj - This place is 
called the King of all Pil- 
grimages! One can take a 
bath in the confluence of 
Ganga, Yamuna and Saras- 
vati. One can also visit 
Venu Madhav and other 


famous sites of Pilgrimage. 
Haridwar - One can take 
bath in Ganges which is 
flowing from the lotus feet 
of Sri Hari. 
Rameshwaram - One can 
take bath in the lake and 
also see the Deity of Ra- 
machandra and_ Lord 
Shiva. 

Kasi or Varanasi - Dar- 
shan of Lord Vishwanatha 
and taking bath in Ganga. 
Jagannath Puri - One can 
take the Darshan of Lord 
Jagannath, Baladeva and 
Subhadra. 

Andhra and Telangana - 
One can visit Tirupati, 
Simhachalam, Mangalagiri 
Narasimha, Srisailam, 
Bhadrachalam, Yadadri, 
etc. 

Char Dham - Every Hindu 
hopes to go for Char Dham 
at least once in his life. 
There are two kinds of 
Char Dham. One type is to 
visit Badrinath, Kedarnath, 
Gangotri and Yamunotri. 
One more type of Char 
Dham is to visit Badrinath, 
Jagannath Puri, Dwaraka 
and Rameshwaram (four 
places in four corners of 
the country and consid- 
ered as “Sampoorna Char 
Dham) 

It is enjoined in the Shas- 
tras that one should plan to 
visit pilgrimage places 
along with wife as soon as 
one reaches 50 years 
of age. 


Bharat - Place of 
Spiritual Tourism 

In a recent article, it was 
mentioned that Ayodhya 
attracted about ll crore pil- 
grims in one year to be- 
come the #1 Pilgrimage 
place in the world. One can 
plan to come to India to 
visit these pilgrimage 
places and can stay for a 
minimum of a Mandala or 
around 45 days in India vis- 
iting these places. People 
should plan pilgrimage to 
these powerful places with 
the association of 
Devotees. Hare Krishna 
Temples offer a chance to 
visit many Pilgrimage 
places along with Saintly 
Devotees. 


— SriSatya Gaura 
Chandra Dasa Prabhu 
(M.Tech, IIT Chennai) 
President, Hare Krish- 
naMovement, Hyderabad, 
and Regional 
President,AkshayaPatra, 
Telangana and 

Andhra Pradesh 


High Court raps Bhongir 
Municipal authorities 


LEGAL CORRESPONDENT 
Hyderabad 


Justice T Vinod Kumar of 
the Telangana High Court 
expressed strong dissatis- 
faction on Thursday with 
the Bhongir Municipal au- 
thorities for their inaction 
regarding illegal construc- 
tions in the area. 

The issue arose during a 
hearing on a petition alleg- 
ing that certain private 
parties have commenced 
unauthorised construction 
of rooms in a residential 
zone without obtaining the 
necessary approvals or 
permissions. The peti- 
tioner contended that de- 
spite notices being issued 
to the encroachers, no sub- 
stantive action had been 
taken to halt the illegal ac- 
tivities. 

Justice Kumar raised 
concerns about the appar- 
ent complicity of the Mu- 
nicipal Commissioner, 
suggesting that the official 
may be acting in collusion 
with those responsible for 
the illegal construction. In 
a firm directive, the judge 
ordered the authorities to 
take swift action within 
one week. 

He also mandated that 
the Municipal Commis- 
sioner appear before the 
court at the next hearing to 
explain any failure to act 
against the illegal con- 
structions. 

The matter has been 
adjourned for further 
hearing. 


Writ petition against 
Bar Council of TG 
Justice B Vijaysen Reddy 
of the High Court has 
taken on file a writ petition 
challenging the actions of 
the Bar Council of Telan- 
gana regarding the enrol- 
ment of a law graduate. 

The plea was filed by 
Vedula Kiranmayi, a re- 
cent graduate of Pen- 
dekanti Law College, who 
claims that her application, 
submitted on August 20, 
2024, remains un- 
processed. Kiranmayi con- 
tends that despite fulfilling 
all enrolment require- 
ments, her application has 
been stalled due to an of- 
fice order issued by the Bar 
Council on August 14. 

Kiranmayi’s counsel 
highlighted that the enrol- 
ment process had been 
previously stayed by the 
Supreme Court due to 
changes in the enrolment 
fee structure. However, 
with the stay now lifted, 
Kiranmayi asserted that 
the authorities cannot neg- 
lect the rights of prospec- 
tive lawyers awaiting en- 
rolment, as they are unable 
to begin their legal practice 
without it. 

Justice Vijaysen  ex- 
pressed concern over the 
delay in processing appli- 
cations of eligible candi- 
dates, questioning the 
Standing Counsel for both 
the Bar Council of Telan- 
gana and the Bar Council 
of India about the next 
scheduled enrolment date. 


The Standing Counsel re- 
quested additional time to 
gather instructions on the 
matter. 


HC to hear writ pleas on 
promotion policies 

The High Court is set to 
hear a writ plea that chal- 
lenges the promotion poli- 
cies of the State Home De- 
partment and the DGP, 
following allegations of 
discrimination among po- 
lice inspectors. 

Justice Pulla Karthik has 
taken on file the petition 
filed by 10 police inspec- 
tors, who contend that 
they were unjustly over- 
looked for promotion to 
the position of Deputy Su- 
perintendent of Police dur- 
ing the 2022-23 panel year. 

The petitioners argue 
that their exclusion vio- 
lated the rules of reserva- 
tion and constituted an il- 


legal action by the 
respondent authorities, 
contravening _constitu- 


tional provisions. In their 
plea, the inspectors cite a 
recent judgment from the 
Supreme Court, urging the 
court to direct the authori- 
ties to promote them im- 
mediately, along with all 
consequential benefits. 
After hearing the argu- 
ments, Justice Karthik in- 
structed the Government 
Pleader to obtain instruc- 
tions from the relevant au- 
thorities regarding the pro- 
motion process. The 
matter has been scheduled 
for further adjudication. 


NA 
TelanganaToday 


Friday 
September 27, 2024 
HYDERABAD 


O5 


HYDERABAD 
Cleanliness 
campaign 
V 


As part of the nation- 
wide ‘Swachhta Hi 
Sewa’ initiative, the 
NTPC Southern Region 
headquarters here or- 
ganised a comprehen- 
sive cleanliness cam- 
paign aimed at raising 
awareness about 
cleanliness and hy- 
giene in public spaces. 
The campaign saw par- 
ticipation from NTPC 
employees, GHMC au- 
thorities, police per- 
sonnel and Gandhi Hos- 
pital officials and staff. 
The event com- 
menced with a signa- 
ture campaign where 
employees pledged 
their commitment to 
maintaining cleanli- 
ness, after which all 
participants took a 
Swachhta pledge. A 
Swachhta rally was or- 
ganised, which com- 
menced from NTPC Se- 
cunderabad office. 


KOTHAGUDEM 

FDO removed 
from service 
V 


Yellandu Forest Divi- 
sional Officer (FDO) K 
Venkanna was re- 
moved from service for 
alleged negligence of 
duties. The FDO was 
accused of committing 
irregularities in hand- 
ing over and taking 
over 82.67 acres of 
compensatory af- 
forestation land (CA) in 
non-forest lands in lieu 
of the diversion of for- 
est land for Sitarama 
Lift Irrigation Project at 
Pusapally of Yellandu 
mandal in the district. 
Venkanna, who worked 
as Yellandu FRO from 
2016-2018, while tak- 
ing over the area did 
not take the differen- 
tial GPS authenticated 
map, but changed the 
map excluding some 
portion of CA land to 
benefit some persons, 
who were working in 
the department. 


News from 


SALE 


RRR: Chorus grows 
for fair compensation 


Farmers facing displacement decry disparity; seek either ‘land 
for land’ or payment of market value for acquired land 


D CHANDRA BHASKAR RAO 
HYDERABAD 


As the land acquisition 
process for the Regional 
Ring Road (RRR) project 
gains momentum, farmers 
facing displacement are 
growing increasingly 
restive. They are mounting 
pressure on the administra- 
tion and their elected repre- 
sentatives, urging a more 
humane approach to the ac- 
quisition process. 

Despite the high market 
value of their lands, which 
can run into crores of ru- 
pees, the compensation of- 
fered through standard pro- 
cedures is _ significantly 
lower, often only in lakhs. 
This disparity has led to 
widespread calls for either 
‘land for land’ compensation 
or payment of the market 
value for the acquired land. 
Farmers argue that the loss 
incurred due to procedural 
delays, relocation expenses, 
and loss of income is sub- 
stantial. A piece of land, es- 
pecially when it is an ances- 
tral property, holds special 
value for a farmer, which is 
not reflected in the compen- 
sation offered. Payments are 
often delayed, adding to the 
farmers’ financial strain. 

A revenue officer in- 
volved in the acquisition 
process acknowledged the 
concerns, stating that the 
administration should en- 
sure landowners are com- 
pensated fairly, reflecting 
the value they would have 
had if the acquisition had 
not occurred. However, he 
also noted that if a farmer 
does not agree to the terms, 
the compensation would be 
deposited in a bank, and the 
acquisition process would 
proceed regardless of con- 
sent. Farmers, led by their 
elected representatives, are 
actively seeking fair com- 
pensation. Recently, a dele- 
gation from Mandollagu- 
dem and Nelapatla in 
Choutuppal mandal met 
Roads and Buildings Minis- 
ter Komatireddy Venkat 
Reddy with a request to en- 
sure a fair deal. 

The compensation 
process is governed by the 
2013 Land Acquisition, Reha- 
bilitation, and Resettlement 


The proposed 340-km Regional Ring Road, a four-lane 
expressway around Hyderabad, is entering a critical phase. 


Farmers urge a more humane approach to 
the acquisition process; say loss incurred 
due to procedural delays, relocation ex- 
penses, and loss of income is substantial 


(LARR) Act, which stipu- 
lates that compensation for 
agricultural land should be 
three times the card value, 
and two times for urban 
land. Despite some adjust- 
ments in registration values 
in certain mandals, the com- 
pensation remains inade- 
quate compared to market 
values, which can range 
from Rs 5 crore to Rs 6 crore 


in some areas. In response to 
the delays and perceived in- 
adequacies, some farmers 
have taken legal action, re- 
sulting in stays on parts of 
the project, particularly in 
Bhongir mandal. The pro- 
posed Regional Ring Road 
(RRR), a 340-km, four-lane 
access-controlled express- 
way around Hyderabad, is 
entering a critical phase. 


Planned beyond the Outer 
Ring Road (ORR) and ap- 
proved under Bharatmala 
Pariyojana’s first phase, the 
RRR aims to enhance con- 
nectivity and support re- 
gional development. 

The 158-km northern sec- 
tion of the RRR will connect 
Sangareddy, Narsapur, 
Toopran, Gajwel, Pragna- 
pur, Jagdevpur, Bhongir, and 
Choutuppal. The State gov- 
ernment, responsible for 50 
per cent of the land acquisi- 
tion costs, has acquired 
1,459.28 hectares out of the 
total 1,935.35 hectares re- 
quired for this section. 

Attention now shifts to 
the 194-km southern phase, 
which will extend from 
Choutuppal to Shadnagar 
and Gajwel. This phase is 
expected to be particularly 
challenging due to the high 
stakes involved in land ac- 
quisition. The State govern- 
ment has also planned 1,712 
km of radial and link roads 
to be implemented in three 
phases as part of the mega 
project, thus further com- 
plicating the acquisition 
process. Farmers facing dis- 
placement are increasingly 
vocal about the need for fair 
compensation. They argue 
that the current compensa- 
tion, based on standard pro- 
cedures, does not reflect the 
true market value of their 
lands. 


BRS’ ‘lumpsum’ policy may help RRR 


HYDERABAD: In a ground- 
breaking move intended to 
address the challenges as- 
sociated with land acquisi- 
tion for the Kaleshwaram 
Lift Irrigation Scheme 
(KLIS) and several other 
projects, the previous BRS 
government had intro- 
duced a novel policy aimed 
at ensuring fair compensa- 
tion and rehabilitation for 
affected families. The pol- 
icy, outlined in GO 
Ms.No.120, facilitated 
lumpsum payments to- 
wards rehabilitation and 
resettlement of land los- 
ers. Under this policy, the 
authorised officer was 
tasked with conducting a 


detailed enquiry to identify 
the families impacted by 
land acquisition. Following 
this, acomprehensive 
scheme was submitted to 
the District Collector for 
approval. Affected families 
were given the option to 
choose between entitle- 
ments under the Right to 
Fair Compensation and 
Transparency in Land Ac- 
quisition, Rehabilitation 
and Resettlement (RFCT- 
LARR) Act, 2013, or a lump- 
sum package as per the 
RFCTLARR (Telangana 
Amendment) Act, 2016. 
The District Collector was 
authorised to finalise the 
compensation, ensuring 


that the lumpsum payment 
was higher than what 
would be provided under 
the standard provisions of 
the RFCTLARR Act, 2013. 
This innovative ap- 
proach aimed at streamlin- 
ing the compensation 
process, provided greater 
financial security to those 
affected by the land acqui- 
sition for KLIS reservoirs. It 
marked a major step for- 
ward in addressing the 
complexities of land acqui- 
sition, ensuring that the 
rights and livelihoods of af- 
fected families are safe- 
guarded while facilitating 
the progress of crucial in- 
frastructure projects. 


KTR counters Revanth’s 
‘Innovative thinking’ 


Asks if sidelining six guarantees, claiming 


credit for BRS works innovative 


BRS working president KT Rama Rao interacting with people during his visit to Sircilla on Thursday. 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


In a veiled attack on Chief 
Minister A Revanth Reddy, 
who said extending assis- 
tance under Kalyana Lak- 
shmi and constructing dou- 
ble-bedroom houses was not 
innovative thinking, BRS 
working president KT Rama 
Rao asked what innovative 
thinking was all about. 

Was this promising the 
moon before the elections 
and deceiving the people 
after coming to power, or 
taking vows in the name of 
god and not sparing even 
them, or assuring fulfilment 
of six guarantees in 100 days 
and sidelining them, or en- 
acting new dramas to divert 
people’s attention, he asked 
on X. Also asking whether 
encouraging defection of 
MLAs and then refuting 
their entry into the party or 
allocating land meant for 
Telangana Talli statue to im- 
press Delhi bosses were 
what Revanth considered 
innovative, he said claiming 
credit for the 30,000 jobs 
that were filled by the past 
government and boasting 
about the achievement and 
failing to construct one dou- 
ble-bedroom house in the 
past, but making false claims 
of constructing 15,000 dou- 
ble-bedroom houses was 
part of innovative thinking 
for Revanth Reddy. 

The hard-hitting retort 
also saw him pointing out 
how Revanth’s ‘innovative 
thinking’ involved criticising 
family rule in the past but 
misguiding people about 
crores of investments being 
made by his brothers, and 


‘CM taking revenge on 
Sircilla weavers’ 


RAJANNA-SIRCILLA: BRS 
working president KT 
Rama Rao on Thursday 
said Chief Minister A Re- 
vanth Reddy was trying to 
take revenge on the peo- 
ple of the district, espe- 
cially weavers, for his 
own political differences. 

Thousands of weaver 
families were forced onto 
the roads due to lack of 
employment following de- 
nial of Bathukamma saree 
orders, Rama Rao said at a 
press meet in Sircilla. 
About one crore women 
in the State are also de- 
nied sarees on the occa- 
sion of Bathukamma due 
to the mindless decisions 
of the Congress govern- 
ment. The CM and his 
government were not 
aware of the intentions 
behind the saree distribu- 
tion scheme, he said, 
adding that the Congress 
could take revenge on him 
if they had any grudge 
against him, but should 
not create misery for 


extending Rs 6,000 crore 
public money to an ineligi- 
ble company owned by his 
brother-in-law. “Announc- 
ing that Pharma City was 
scrapped at public events 
but deceiving the High 
Court judges that it was not 
scrapped. Demolishing the 
houses of the poor at will 
and sparing own brother’s 
house,” Rama Rao went on 
adding to the list, which in 


weavers. Pointing out 
that weaver suicides were 
common during the Con- 
gress regime from 2004 
to 2014, he recalled that 
BRS president K Chan- 
drashekhar Rao, then an 
MP, had responded to the 
situation and donated Rs 
50 lakh to the Padmashali 
Trust. About 2,000 
weaver families were 
given interest-free loans 
by utilising Rs 50 lakh. 
After coming to power in 
2014, Rao held a meeting 
with people from Sircilla 
and sought their opinion 
for a permanent solution. 
All of them sought regular 
employment. It was to- 
wards this that Chan- 
drashekhar Rao decided 
to distribute Bathukamma 
sarees to one crore 
women and instructed 
weavers to manufacture 
sarees. Orders worth Rs 
3,312 crore for sarees 
were given to Sircilla 
weavers during the BRS 
regime, he said. 


turn evoked interesting 
replies from other X users. 
AVC Baga Rao, an X user, 
said: “Constructing is rou- 
tine, demolition is innova- 
tive. Failing to fulfil prom- 
ises is innovative...” 
@MRIBRS, another X 
user, said: “Innovative think- 
ing was all about facilitating 
companies that came to in- 
vest in our State to relocate 
themselves to other States...” 


KTR takes a dig at Kapil Sibal 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Exposing double standards 
of the Congress party’s 
commitment towards the 
10th Schedule of the Indian 
Constitution, BRS working 
president KT Rama Rao on 
Thursday reminded the sen- 
ior leaders of the party how 
the Congress in Telangana 
was encouraging defections 
and corruption. 

He also pointed out how 
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi 
posed with the Constitution 
and how the Congress’ 
Chief Minister in Telangana 
was trampling upon the 


same. In a strong counter to 
senior Congress leader 
Kapil Sibal, who criticised 
the BJP for its attempts to 
destabilise and topple gov- 
ernments by luring MLAs in 
reference to the develop- 
ments in the Congress-ruled 
Karnataka, the BRS working 
president said both Con- 
gress and BJP were two 
sides of the same coin. 

The senior Congress 
leader had posted on X: 
“BJP’s insidious ways to 
destabilise and topple 
elected governments: 1) lur- 
ing MLAs 2) Misusing 
Tenth Schedule 3) Instilling 
fear (ED, CBI) 4) Governors 


acting beyond their consti- 
tutional responsibilities... 
Then say: ‘For BJP Constitu- 
tion means more than 
Gita’!” (sic). 

In reply, the BRS working 
president said: “Mr Sibal, 
Congress is No paragon of 
Virtue. BJP & Congress are 
two sides of the same 
coin...Same story in Telan- 
gana... 1) Luring BRS MLAs 
2) Abusing Tenth Schedule 
3) Instilling fear (Police, 
Vigilance) 4) Massive Cor- 
ruption by CM... And 
@RahulGandhi Ji continues 
to pose with Constitution 
while his CM tramples it 
ruthlessly...” (sic). 


Congress riding on KCR’s 
hard-earned success: Harish 


STATE BUREAU 
Hyderabad 


Former Minister T Harish 
Rao said the measures taken 
by the BRS government in 
the past had increased agri- 
culture and cotton produc- 
tion in the State, with the 
current Congress govern- 
ment just continuing to ride 
on former Chief Minister K 
Chandrashekhar Rao‘s suc- 
cess. Sharing a few details 
of rice and cotton produc- 
tion in the State, the former 
Minister said on X: “Telan- 
gana stood at No.l in rice 
production and No.3 in cot- 
ton production for the year 


Says Telangana 
produced 158.77 
lakh tonnes and 
was ranked second 
in rice production in 
2022-23 


2023-24...” According to the 
Ministry of Agriculture’s 
final estimates of major agri- 
culture crops during 2023- 
24, Telangana emerged as 
the largest rice producing 
State in the country with 
168.75 lakh tonnes. In 2022- 
23, Telangana produced 
158.77 lakh tonnes and was 


ranked second in rice pro- 
duction. Likewise, in cotton 
production, Telangana 
made its mark. The State 
produced 50.8 lakh bales of 
cotton in 2023-24 and was 
ranked third among the top 
cotton producing States in 
the country. “This didn’t 
happen overnight - it’s KCR 
garu’s unwavering dedica- 
tion to agriculture and irri- 
gation that made it possible! 
The Congress government 
is merely riding on KCR 
garu’s hard-earned success. 
It’s KCR garu’s vision that 
truly made Telangana an 
agricultural leader,” Harish 
Rao pointed out. 


One hurt after illegal structure razed in lake 


The four-floor building that was demolished using explosives in Malkapur lake, Madhira village, on Thursday. 


STATE BUREAU 
Sangareddy 


One person suffered injuries 
when officials blasted an 
unauthorised four-floor 
structure constructed inside 
Malkapur lake using explo- 
sives here on Thursday. 

Such was the impact of 
the blast that a Home Guard 
Gopal suffered injuries 
when debris from the struc- 
ture hit him on _ being 
blasted. The Home Guard 
was immediately shifted to 
local hospital. 

The incident occurred 
when officials identified a 
four-floor structure, which 
was constructed inside the 


Since vehicles and earthmovers could not 
go inside the lake, officials used explosives 
to demolish the structure; notices report- 
edly issued to owner a few days ago 


Malkapur lake in Madhira 
village under Kondapur 
mandal. A team of officials 
from Revenue and Irrigation 
departments visited the lo- 
cation on Thursday. Since 
vehicles and earthmovers 
could not go inside the lake, 
officials used explosives to 
demolish the structure. 
They also claimed that 
notices were issued to the 
structure owner a few days 


ago. All necessary precau- 
tions were taken to ensure 
there was no untoward inci- 
dent, they said. All the offi- 
cials and workers climbed 
on two other buildings that 
were close to the lake. 

The entire exercise went 
on for an hour and soon 
after the blast, the structure 
collapsed. However, due to 
the impact of the blast, de- 
bris hit Gopal, resulting in 


head injuries. Officials 
shifted him to a local hospi- 
tal and after preliminary 
treatment, the Home Guard 
was shifted to Hyderabad in 
the evening for better treat- 
ment. Officials claimed that 
he was out of danger. 

Narasimlu, a native of 
Patancheru, had con- 
structed the structure inside 
the full tank level limits of 
the lake. 

The structure was 
equipped with a staircase, 
which enabled residents to 
enter the building without 
stepping into water. The 
owner’s family members 
used to utilise it as a week- 
end home, reports said. 


Congress 
workers attack 
BRS leader 


STATE BUREAU 
Medak 


Lawlessness came to the 
fore once again in Medak 
district as Congress work- 
ers attacked Primary Agri- 
culture Cooperative Soci- 
ety chairman and BRS 
leader Yaswanth Reddy 
while he was chairing a 
PACS meeting at Tekmal. 

This was the second 
such incident reported in 
the last two days after Con- 
gress leaders attacked BRS 
leader Ravindar Reddy in 
Reddypally on Wednes- 
day. Though Ravindar 
Reddy filed a complaint at 
Alladurg police station, the 
police have not yet regis- 
tered an FIR. Condemning 
the attack, former MLA 
Chanti Kranthi Kiran said 
Congress leaders in Tekmal 
had moved a no-confidence 
motion against Yaswanth 
Reddy. When they failed to 
dethrone him, they were 
trying to terrify BRS leaders 
with such attacks. He de- 
manded the police to file 
murder attempt case aga 
inst Puli Sathyam and Bhu- 
maiah. 
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Silent suffering 


hild sexual abuse, though rampant in India, 

is amuch-neglected problem that fails to 

get the attention of policymakers. Accord- 

ing to the National Crime Records Bu- 
reau’s data, nearly 29% of the child population expe- 
rienced some form of sexual crime but yet only 65% 
of these crimes were reported. This is because of the 
social stigma associated with the issue and, shock- 
ingly, the perpetrators usually happen to be the close 
relatives or people known to the victims. Despite 
comprehensive laws like the Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, the instances of 
child abuse have been on the rise. Easy access to on- 
line explicit sexual content involving minors is one 
of the key aspects of this menace. The Supreme 
Court’s recent ruling expanding the scope of 
POCSO, in terms of taking legal action in child 
pornography cases, is a welcome development. Ina 
landmark order, it ruled that downloading and 
watching sexually explicit content involving chil- 
dren are offences under the POCSO Act and the In- 
formation Technology Act. It implies that even 
viewing child pornographic material — without 
storing or sharing it — is tantamount to its posses- 
sion. This is expected to go a long way in curbing the 
all-pervasive menace of 
sexual exploitation of chil- 
dren. The ruling overrides 
a January order by the 
Madras High Court that 
had held that “mere pos- 
session” or storage of child 
pornography was not an 
offence under Section 67-B 
of the IT Act. 

The apex court rightly 
pointed out that child sex- 
ual exploitation is one of the most heinous crimes 
imaginable, and the offence of child pornography is 
equally heinous. The victimisation and exploitation 
of the child turn into a ripple of trauma-inducing 
acts where the rights and dignity of the child is con- 
tinuously violated each time such material is viewed 
or shared online. Children are vulnerable to being 
targeted by predators everywhere — at home, on the 
school campus and in public places. Sexual abuse of 
minors is the elephant in the room, particularly in 
countries like India driven by patriarchal systems. 
Fearing ignominy, victims’ families tend to sweep 
the sordid matter under the carpet. With UNICEF 
flagging the widespread use of digital technologies 
as a factor behind this menace, it is essential to safe- 
guard kids and deter potential offenders with a ro- 
bust legal mechanism. The POCSO Act does have 
some stringent provisions, but their diverse inter- 
pretations by high courts have proved to be a stum- 
bling block. Sexual harassment in any form leaves 
the kids psychologically scarred for life. It adversely 
impacts not only their studies and relationships but 
their entire personality. It is hoped that the SC’s in- 
tervention will motivate parents, educators and oth- 
ers to talk openly about sexual matters without a 
sense of stigma or shame. These stakeholders must 
also monitor the smartphone usage of children to 
ward off harmful influences. 


SC expanding the 
scope of POCSO, 
in terms of taking 
legal action in 


child pornography 
cases, iS 
welcome 
development 
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6 Peace 
demands 
action. And peace 
demands leadership. 
Instead, we're seeing 
deepening geopolitical 
divisions and mistrust. 
Peace Is possible if 
Council members unite 


ANTONIO GUTERRES 
UN Secretary-General 


It is high time to 
insulate Speaker’s 
office from overt 
political 
machinations and 
preserve its 
integrity 


Dr GB REDDY 


he Telangana High Court in 
Kuna Pandu Vivekanand v 
The State of Telangana (WP 
11098/2024) directed the Sec- 
retary of the Telangana Legislative As- 
sembly to submit the status report of 
the disqualification applications 
against BRS MLAs who had switched 
loyalties to the Congress. In an un- 
precedented move, the HC has di- 
rected the Secretary to place the dis- 
qualification petitions before the 
Speaker for fixing a hearing schedule 
within four weeks. The court further 
ordered that if no action is taken within 
this timeframe, the writ petitions dis- 
posed of with the above directions 
would be reopened suo motu, and ap- 
propriate orders would be issued. 


Back in Focus 

The Tenth Schedule of the Constitu- 
tion has again grabbed attention, but 
not for the best reasons. Political 
morality and loyalty are rare commodi- 
ties in modern politics. All political 
parties practice different standards of 
adhering to the Constitution depending 
on the context and political expedi- 
ency. Probably, there is no exception to 
this phenomenon. The elected legisla- 
tors often resort to defections in the 
name of coming back to the parent 
party, developing the constituency, re- 
specting the sentiments of supporters 
and helping the supporters through the 
government, etc. 

The anti-defection law, which was 
introduced through the 52nd Constitu- 
tional Amendment in 1985 to check Aya 
Ram Gaya Ram politics and aimed at 
curbing political opportunism and en- 
suring stability, has largely failed to be 
effective. Despite its intentions, the law 
is weakened by loopholes and the 
unchecked authority of the Speaker to 
decide disqualifications, often without 
a clear timeline. 


The United Nations 
should not be 
discarded, but rather 
reformed to reflect 
today’s realities. Is there 


China's nuclear policy is 
very stable, consistent 
and predictable. We 
strictly follow a nuclear 
policy of no first use of 


a better system? | don't nuclear weapons and 

think so. So let's just pursue a nuclear 

make these United strategy of 

Nations more effective self-defence 99 
EMMANUEL MACRON ZHANG XIAOGANG 


French President 


Democracy and defections 


Interestingly enough the Tenth 
Schedule does not mandate the 
Speaker to give up party membership 
and neither does any such convention 
exist which is uniformly followed. 
Thus, a constitutional dilemma that 
persists is over whether a Speaker affil- 
iated with the ruling party should be 
entrusted with the responsibility of de- 
ciding disqualification applications, 
which could potentially favour their 
own party. The Supreme Court (SC) 
brought this issue to the forefront in its 
many landmark judgments but most 
importantly in Keisham Meghachandra 
v the Speaker Manipur Legislative As- 
sembly (2020). 


Speaker’s Role 

To understand this judgment, one 
must first grasp the Speaker’s role in 
Indian polity as a disciplinarian, with 
the authority to suspend members and 
carry out quasi-judicial duties and 
functions as a tribunal. According to 
Paragraph 6 of the Tenth Schedule, the 
Speaker has the exclusive authority to 
disqualify elected members for defec- 
tion, based on a petition filed by any 
House member. 

However, the issue lies in the 
Speaker being elected from the ruling 
party, which has resulted in numerous 
instances where the Speaker has acted 
in favour of the ruling party’s interests 
by delaying the disqualification 
process. This issue was highlighted by 
Justice Verma in the Kihoto Hollohan v 
Zachillhu, (1992) judgement where he 
proposed an independent authority to 
handle defection issues, arguing that 
the Speaker’s decisions often under- 
mine parliamentary democracy. 

In the Kihoto case, the SC addressed 
two pivotal issues within the anti-de- 
fection law that were challenged on 
constitutional grounds. The judgement 
examined whether the Speaker, often 
affiliated with a political party, should 
have the authority to decide on dis- 
qualifications. While the majority up- 
held this power, arguing it would be 


unfair to distrust the Speaker, the mi- 
nority cited the Constitution’s framers, 
who preferred such powers be vested 
in the President or Governors on the 
Election Commission’s advice. 

The court also considered if Para- 
graph 6(1) of the Tenth Schedule, 
granting finality to the Speaker’s deci- 
sions, excludes court jurisdiction. It 
concluded that the Speaker acts like a 
tribunal, and judicial review remains 
available under Articles 136, 226 and 


227, but only in cases of actions that are 


ultra vires, mala fide, or a misuse of 


power. Judicial review is not allowed at 


an interlocutory stage, and there is no 
timeline for the Speaker’s decision, 
which ruling parties have exploited. 
Hence, the three-judge bench of the 
SC in Keisham (2020) significantly lim- 
ited the Speaker’s powers by allowing 


judicial review before the Speaker’s de- 


cision. The court interpreted Kihoto 
Hollohan (1992) to conclude that inac- 
tion by the Speaker is not protected by 
the finality clause in Paragraph 6. The 
SC also urged Parliament to consider 


establishing an independent tribunal to 


handle disqualification matters, pro- 
posing a tribunal headed by a retired 
SC judge at the national level and a re- 
tired Chief Justice of a High Court at 
the State level. However, this proposal 


could disrupt the separation of powers, 


potentially allowing judicial overreach 
into political matters. 

The issue at hand is that rulings like 
Keisham (2020) and Kuna Pandu 
(2024) can blur the lines between judi- 
cial and legislative functions, risking 


Justice Verma in Kihoto 
Hollohan v Zachillhu 
proposed an independent 
authority to handle 
defections, arguing that 
Speaker’s decisions often 
undermine democracy 


China’s Ministry of National Defence 


the separation of powers principle. 
This tension is evident in recent re- 
marks by the Maharashtra Speaker, 
who subtly criticised the SC’s directive 
in Sunil Prabhu v Speaker, Maharashtra 
State Legislative Assembly (2023) on 
Shiv Sena MLAs’ disqualification, em- 
phasising mutual respect and not to su- 
persede over other branch powers, and 
cautioning against rushed judgements. 


Critical Lessons 

There are critical lessons for the judici- 
ary, legislature, and citizens in these 
situations. Firstly, the doctrine of sepa- 
ration of powers is essential to main- 
taining balance in governance. Any 
overreach or adventurism by the judi- 
ciary into the domain of others risks its 
authority, aligning with Alexander 
Hamilton’s Federalist Paper No. 78 ob- 
servation that the judiciary could be- 
come “the least dangerous branch” 
without enforcement powers, ie, the 
purse or the sword. 

Secondly, legislators must distin- 
guish whether judicial actions gen- 
uinely infringe on their powers or 
serve the broader goal of democracy. 
They should acknowledge if the judi- 
ciary’s intervention is necessary to up- 
hold constitutional principles rather 
than dismiss it as the “tyranny of the 
unelected.” If parliamentarians per- 
ceive judicial intervention as over- 
reach, they could consider constitu- 
tional amendments. 

A practical approach might be to 
adopt Bangladesh’s model, where de- 
fection cases are referred to the Elec- 
tion Commission (EC). It is trite to re- 
call the recommendation of the 
National Commission to Review the 
Recommendation of Working of the 
Constitution (NCRWC) that the power 
to decide disqualification on the 
ground of defection should vest in the 
EC instead of the Chairman or the 
Speaker of the House concerned. The 
Law Commission of India in its 255th 
report (2015) also recommended a con- 
stitutional amendment vesting such 
power with the President/Governor 
acting on the advice of the EC as this 
would also help in preserving the in- 
tegrity of the Speaker’s office. It is high 
time to insulate the Speaker’s office 
from overt political machinations. 

The court’s proactive role in the in- 
stant case deserves recognition, as its 
directives strive to uphold the Consti- 
tution, acting as the sentinel on the qui 
vive. When legislative inertia prevails, 
judicial activism becomes unavoidable 
to protect constitutional values. 

Lastly, citizens must exercise their 
voting rights to reject defectors in elec- 
tions, thereby preserving the integrity 
of democratic mandates. Hence, only 
through this shared responsibility, can 
democratic integrity be truly main- 
tained and strengthened. 


(Dr GB Reddy is Senior Professor 

at University College of Law and Pavan 
Kasturi is Research fellow, 

Osmania University, Hyderabad) 


drayaan-3 underscores 
India’s space programme 
capabilities and contribu- 


Letters to the 


Editor 
Moon mission 


The Chandrayaan-3 mis- 
sion has made a significant 
breakthrough in under- 
standing the Moon’s geo- 
logical history. During its 
nine-day mission, the 
Pragyan rover analysed re- 
golith samples at 23 loca- 
tions, revealing a uniform 
elemental composition pri- 
marily consisting of fer- 
roan anorthosite rock. This 
discovery is crucial, as it 
supports the theory that 
the Moon’s surface was 
once covered by a global 
molten magma ocean. The 
findings, published in the 
prestigious journal Nature, 
highlight the scientific im- 
portance of the mission. 
The success of Chan- 


tions to global scientific 
knowledge. 
AMARJEET KUMAR, 


Hazaribagh 


Governor’s role 


The Edit ‘Crossing secular 
line’ (Sept 26) rightly, 
timely and aptly narrated 
the role of Governors citing 
the Tamil Nadu example. 
They are only constitu- 
tional heads and must not 
interfere in the functioning 
of the elected govern- 
ments to pick holes in day- 
to-day governance. They 
are not mere agents of 
their appointing authority 
to destabilise stable gov- 
ernments. This is against 
the federal structure. 

NSK PRASAD, 

Hyderabad 


Write to us at letters@telanganatoday.com 


Cartoon Today 


+} BJP disowns ~— //_ 
) Kangana’s =) 
statement on/ —// _/ 


Farm Laws! /—//— = 
f= aif —/ Haryana jf | 
= /{—f (— Elections /// 


hotspot 


@ The Economist 


‘IC 814 dares to portray terrorists... 


Under Narendra Modi, India’s prime minister and a pro- 
moter of Hindutva, Bollywood’s bad guys tend to be Mus- 
lim or, better yet, Pakistani. The good guys? They proba- 
bly work for the Indian government. 


@ The Wall Street Journal 
India gives China the cold shoulder 


India’s enthusiasm for the Quad marks an important shift 
in Asian geopolitics. It underscores that under Prime Min- 
ister Narendra Modi, India has shed its hesitance about 
deepening ties with the U.S. lest it offend China. 


@ Dhaka Tribune 


Will simultaneous elections work? 


A key election pledge by BJP ahead of the 2024 election 
was to adopt “One Nation One Election.” It envisages 
holding elections to Lok Sabha at the same time as votes 
for assemblies, municipalities and panchayats. 
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KOLKATA 

Man gets 
death for rape 
V 


A Kolkata court sen- 
tenced a man to death 
for the rape and mur- 
der of a seven-year-old 
girl in 2023. The girl 
had gone missing from 
near her house when 
she went out on some 
chores. The police 
launched an investiga- 
tion after a missing 
diary was lodged and 
found her body ina 
nearby flat. The tenant 
of the flat was arrested 
and charged with rape 
and murder of the girl 
after post-mortem ex- 
amination reports con- 
firmed the crimes. pti 


NEW DELHI 


AAP MLA 
booked 


V 


AAP MLA Akhilesh Pati 
Tripathi was booked 
for allegedly beating a 
Delhi Jal Board em- 
ployee at a sewage 
pumping station. Ac- 
cording to FIR, Satpal 
Singh complained that 
he was working at the 
station when the MLA 
along with 20-25 peo- 
ple arrived there and 
sought to know why 
the pump was not run- 
ning. When Singh 
replied that the pump 
was already on, an ar- 
gument ensued, during 
which the MLA al- 
legedly slapped the 
employee. et: 


News from 


NATION 


SC cautions over 
misuse of PMLA 


Says courts can’t allow provisions to become tools in hands of ED 


PTI 
NEW DELHI 


The Supreme Court on 
Thursday said constitu- 
tional courts cannot allow 
provisions of the Preven- 
tion of Money Laundering 
Act to become instruments 
in the hands of the Enforce- 
ment Directorate to con- 
tinue incarceration for a 
long time. The top court 
said when the trial of the 
complaint under PMLA is 
likely to prolong beyond 
reasonable limits, the con- 
stitutional courts will have 
to consider exercising their 
powers to grant bail. 

“The reason is that sec- 
tion 45(1))(ii) (of PMLA) 
does not confer power on 
the State to detain an ac- 
cused for an unreasonably 
long time, especially when 
there is no possibility of 
trial concluding within a 
reasonable time. A reason- 
able time will depend on the 
provisions under which the 
accused is being tried and 
other factors. One of the 
most relevant factors is the 
duration of the minimum 
and maximum sentence for 
the offence,” a Bench of Jus- 
tices Abhay S Oka and Au- 
gustine George Masih said. 

The observations of the 
apex court came while 
granting bail to former 
Tamil Nadu Minister and 
DMK strongman Senthil 
Balaji in a money launder- 
ing case. Observing that in- 
ordinate delay in the con- 
clusion of the trial and the 
higher threshold for the 
grant of bail cannot go to- 
gether, the apex court said it 


is a well-settled principle of 
the country’s criminal ju- 
risprudence that “bail is the 
rule, and jail is the excep- 
tion”. “These stringent pro- 
visions regarding the grant 
of bail, such as Section 
45(1) (iii) of the PMLA, can- 
not become a tool which 
can be used to incarcerate 
the accused without trial for 
an unreasonably long time,” 
it said. The top court said 
another important consid- 
eration is the higher thresh- 
old or stringent conditions 
which a statute provides for 
the grant of bail. Even an 
outer limit provided by the 
relevant law for the com- 
pletion of the trial, if any, is 
also a factor to be consid- 
ered, it said. Referring to its 
judgment in KA Najeeb 
case, the top court said the 
extraordinary powers can 
only be exercised by the 
constitutional courts. 

“The Judges of the consti- 
tutional courts have vast ex- 
perience. Based on the facts 
on record, if the judges con- 
clude that there is no possi- 
bility of a trial concluding in 
a reasonable time, the 
power of granting bail can 
always be exercised by the 
constitutional courts on the 
grounds of violation of Part 
III of the Constitution of 
India notwithstanding the 
statutory provisions,” the 
Bench said. It said courts 
can always exercise its ju- 
risdiction under Article 32 
or Article 226, as the case 
may be. The courts have to 
bear in mind while dealing 
with the cases under the 
PMLA that except in a few 
exceptional cases. 


DMK supporters gather outside Puzhal Central Prison after the SC 
granted bail to V Senthil Balaji, in Chennai. — Photo: PTI 


Ex-T'N Minister 
Senthil Balaji gets bail 


NEW DELHI: In a relief to 
former Tamil Nadu Minis- 
ter and DMK strongman 
Senthil Balaji, the 
Supreme Court on Thurs- 
day granted him bail ina 
money laundering case 
after over 15 months, not- 
ing there is no possibility 
of the completion of trial 
in the near future. The top 
court said Balaji, who was 
arrested by the Enforce- 
ment Directorate, has 
been in jail since last year 
and his continued deten- 
tion will amount to an in- 
fringement of his funda- 
mental right under Article 
21 of the Constitution. 
Noting that there are 
more than 2,000 accused 
and over 600 witnesses in 
the case, a Bench of Jus- 
tices Abhay S Oka and Au- 
gustine George Masih 


MUDA case: No one staked 
claim for CM post, says DKS 


BENGALURU 


Karnataka Deputy Chief 
Minister and State Con- 
gress chief DK Shivakumar 
on Thursday said no party 
leader staked the claim for 
the post of Chief Minister 
in the backdrop of the in- 
cumbent  Siddaramaiah 
facing a Lokayukta probe 
in the MUDA sites allot- 
ment case. He also ruled 
out the possibility of Sid- 
daramaiah stepping down 
from the post in the wake 
of a special court here on 
Wednesday ordering a 
probe by the Lokayukta po- 
lice in Mysuru against in 
the MUDA ‘scam’, setting 
the stage for registering an 
FIR against him. 

“There is no question of 
demanding (resignation). 
It’s a political conspiracy 
against the Chief Minister. 
Opposition is unnecessar- 
ily trying to create politics. 
We will face it legally,” 
Shivakumar said. “We 
stand committed. We will 
support Siddaramaiah,” he 
added. 

When asked about re- 
ports of some leaders stak- 
ing claim for the CM post, 
Shivakumar said: “No 
question of it. No one is 
claiming. When myself 
being a deputy CM is not 
claiming, where is the 
point of others?” The order 
of the Special Court Judge, 
Santhosh Gajanan Bhat, 
came a day after the High 
Court upheld the sanction 
granted by Governor 
Thaawarchand Gehlot to 
conduct an investigation 
against Siddaramaiah on 
the allegations of illegali- 
ties in the allotment of 14 
sites to his wife BM Par- 
vathi by MUDA. The Spe- 
cial Court exclusively to 
deal with criminal cases re- 
lated to former and elected 
MPs/MLAs_ issued the 
order directing the 
Lokayukta police in Mysuru 
to initiate an investigation 
on the complaint filed by 
RTI activist Snehamayi Kr- 
ishna of Mysuru. ti 


BJP leaders staging a protest demanding Siddaramaiah’s 
resignation in Bengaluru on Thursday. — Photo: PTI 


BJP stages protest at 
Vidhana Soudha 


BENGALURU: Opposition 
BJP in Karnataka on Thurs- 
day staged a protest de- 
manding Chief Minister Sid- 
daramaiah’s resignation 
following a Special Court 
here ordering a Lokayukta 
police probe against him in 
a site allotment case. 
Holding placards and 
shouting slogans, several 
party lawmakers and lead- 
ers took part in the protest, 
led by Leaders of Opposi- 
tion in Legislative Assembly 
and Council, R Ashoka and 
Chalavadi Narayanaswamy, 
respectively, in front of the 
Mahatma Gandhi statue at 
‘Vidhana Soudha’, the seat 


of the state legislature and 
secretariat here. 

“Two court orders have 
come against Siddarama- 
iah. When we first 
protested inside and out- 
side the Assembly they 
(Chief Minister and Con- 
gress) termed it as politi- 
cally motivated and when 
the Governor order came 
they said it was at the be- 
hest of the BJP-led govern- 
ment at the centre. Now the 
High Court and Special 
Court have given orders, 
they have found truth in al- 
legations and said it needs 
to be investigated,” Ashoka 
said. pri 


CM must quit, demands 
senior Cong leader 


BENGALURU: In a setback 
to Siddaramaiah, senior 
leader and Karnataka Con- 
gress Disciplinary Commit- 
tee president KB Koliwad 
stated that the Chief Minis- 
ter should resign from his 
position to avoid embarrass- 
ment to the party. 

Speaking to the media, 
former Speaker in the As- 
sembly, Koliwad stated, “I 
appeal to him personally. He 


has no allegations, has deliv- 
ered pro-people pro- 
grammes and has the sup- 
port of 136 MLAs. 
Siddaramaiah should resign 
at this stage and help the 
party as the Congress would 
face embarrassment in the 
forthcoming elections.” 

“CM Siddaramaiah will 
come out clean in this case 
and he will become the CM 
yet again,” he said. 1ans 


“Terrorism 
buried in J&K’ 


CHENNAI 


Terrorism has been buried 
and won’t be allowed to 
stage a comeback, union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
said on Wednesday while 
addressing a rally here. 
Promising a terror-free re- 
gion under the BJP regime, 
Shah alleged that the Na- 
tional Conference-Con- 
gress alliance would im- 
pose Pakistan’s agenda if it 
comes to power. 

Shah, who is spearhead- 
ing the BJP’s election cam- 
paign, Aaid assembly elec- 
tions are taking place in the 
union Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir without Arti- 
cle 370. The Narendra 
Modi-led government, 
Shah said in his address, 
had fulfilled the dream of 
party’s patriarch Syama 
Prasad Mukherjee in Au- 
gust 2019 when it abro- 
gated Article 370. er 


said the inordinate delay 
in the conclusion of the 
trial and the higher 
threshold for the grant of 
bail cannot go together. 
“Therefore, even in ideal 
conditions, the possibility 
of the trial of scheduled 
offences concluding even 
within a reasonable time 
of three to four years ap- 
pears to be completely 
ruled out,” it said. 
However, the top court 
imposed tough bail condi- 
tions on Balaji while 
granting him bail. Wel- 
coming the bail order, 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
MK Stalin said attempts 
were made to break 
the DMK leader’s resolve 
by keeping him behind 
bars but that he has 
emerged stronger than 
ever before. pri 


Parties step up poll 
campaign in Haryana 


‘Congress failed as 
Oppn in last 10 years’ 


CHANDIGARH 


The Congress spends most of its time in- 
fighting and every child in Haryana is 
aware of it, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said on Thursday while asserting the peo- 
ple have decided to give one more chance 
to the BJP to serve the State. Interacting 
with Haryana BJP workers through the 
NaMo app, he discussed fieldwork at the 
booth level for the upcoming State polls 
and encouraged them to devise a strategy 
for the party to win the election. 

While alleging that the Congress has 


failed as an oppo- 
sition in the past 
10 years, PM 
Modi claimed the 
grand old party’s 
maximum time 
goes into infight- 
ing and taking on 
each other. Every 
child in Haryana 
is aware of the 
grand old party’s 
internal strife, the 


KARNAL 


‘Our government 
will be for everyone’ 


Hitting the poll campaign trail in election- 
bound Haryana, Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Thursday accused the BJP gov- 
ernment of finishing the State by failing to 
generate employment and vowed to con- 
duct a caste census and redress grievances 
of the farmers. 

Addressing a rally in Assandh in Karnal 
where Sirsa MP and former Union Minis- 
ter Kumari Selja, who had been missing 
from campaigning so far, shared the dais 
along with senior party leaders, Gandhi 


asked: “Why are 
the youth of 
Haryana going to 
the US?” Narrat- 
ing an experience 
from his recent 
visit to America, 
he said: “When I 
visited Dallas in 
the US, I saw 15- 
20 people sleep- 
ing in one room. 
A youth told me 


Prime Minister Cong remained BJP finishedthe that many of 
said. Attacking far from people’s State by failing — them took loans 
ee he issues for 10 yrs. to generate or sold their ce 
said, “The entire to pay around Rs 
basis of those soe aes pacer BF iar oa bear of 30-50 lakh to 
fighting against Ver Wy Mg 7M come to the US.” 
us in the polls is of the people of Haryana going to “when 1 told 
lies. They repeat- Haryana the US? them that they 
edlytelllies,their _ anenpramopi — RAHUL GANDHI could use the 
talks have no Prime Minister , Congress leader : same amount to 
head and tail and start a business in 


they vitiate the atmosphere.” 

These days, the Congress’ loudspeakers 
which earlier were making big claims have 
fallen weak, PM Modi said. “Some are say- 
ing the Congress is becoming weak each 
day. During the past 10 years, Congress has 
failed as an opposition too,” he said. 

Modi said the Congress made tall prom- 
ises in Himachal Pradesh but after they 
came to power in the State, development 
came to a standstill and they were unable 
to pay salaries. One cannot imagine how 
many atrocities were committed against 
the Dalits during the Congress rule in 


Haryana, PM Modi said. pri 


Haryana, they said it was not possible to do 


call.” 


so in the State. When I visited Karnal, I saw 
a child screaming at a computer asking his 
father to return from the US during a video 


Expressing confidence that his party 
would sweep the elections as Haryana will 
fight unitedly, Gandhi said: “Our govern- 
ment will be for everyone.” The Leader of 
the Opposition in Lok Sabha said a caste 
census aims at providing nearly 90 per cent 
of the country’s population their “rightful 
due”. “If this much of the population does 
not get its due, the Constitution can not be 


preserved or protected,” he said. ans 


CANNON-FIRING DRILLS 


Elephants being made to attend a cannon firing practice to familiarise them with the sound of cannons ahead of Dasara festivities, 
in Mysuru, Karnataka. Cannons are used for the 21-gun salute before the start of the Dasara procession. — Photo: PTI 


Differences on LAC 
reduced, says China 


BEING 


China and India were able 
to “reduce differences” and 
build “some consensus” on 
disengaging troops from 
friction points to end the 
standoff in eastern Ladakh 
and agreed to maintain dia- 
logue to reach a resolution 
acceptable to both sides at 
an “early date”, the Chinese 
Defence Ministry said. 

Under the guidance of 
two leaders, China and 
India have maintained com- 
munication with each other 
through diplomatic and mil- 
itary channels including be- 
tween two foreign ministers 
and China’s Foreign Minis- 
ter and India’s National Se- 
curity Advisor and through 
the border consultation 
mechanisms, Zhang Xiao- 
gang said. 

Both China and India 
through talks were “able to 
reduce their differences and 
build some consensus be- 


sides agreeing to strengthen 
dialogue to accommodate 
each other's legitimate con- 
cerns,” Zhang, a spokesper- 
son for the Ministry of Na- 
tional Defence, said. “The 
two sides agreed to reach a 
resolution at an early date 
acceptable to both sides, he 
said. He was replying to a 
question on the talks be- 
tween the two countries on 
disengagement from the re- 
maining friction points es- 
pecially Demchok and Dep- 
sang to end the over 
four-year-long _ military 
standoff in eastern Ladakh 
resulting in a freeze of rela- 
tions between the two 
countries. 

Zhang referred to the 
meeting between External 
Affairs Minister S Jais- 
hankar and Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yias well as 
the recent meeting on the 
sidelines of the BRICS meet- 
ing in Russia between Wang 
and NSA Ajit Doval. eri 


oO 


Give declaration of faith before 
entering Tirumala, BJP to Jagan 


AMARAVATI 


The BJP and the Jana Sena 
Party demanded former 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Min- 
ister YS Jaganmohan Reddy 
to give a declaration of his 
faith before entering Tiru- 
mala temple. Day after the 
YSR Congress Party presi- 
dent announced his plans to 
visit Sri Venkateswara tem- 
ple on Saturday, both the 
BJP and JSP said he should 
give the declaration before 
entering the temple. 

BJP State president and 
MP Daggubati Puran- 
deswari posted on the social 
media platform X that the 
practice of declaring one’s 
faith has been in vogue for 
decades in Tirumala. 

“As per GO MS NO- 311 of 
AP Revenue Endowments— 
1, Rule no 16, Non-Hindus 
must give a declaration at 
Vaikuntam queue complex 
before darshan in the faith 
form. This is also as per 


Move comes after 
former Andhra 
Pradesh CM an- 
nounced plans to 
visit the temple 
on Saturday 


TTD general regulations 
Rule 136,” she said. “BJP de- 
mands that even before Ja- 
ganmohan Reddy begins 
mounting Tirumala he 
should give the declaration 
of his faith at the Garuda 
statue itself at Alipiri,” Pu- 
randeswari added. 

BJP MLA from Telangana 
Raja Singh said that Jagan- 
mohan Reddy should think 
twice before visiting the 
Tirupati temple as he was 
responsible for “tarnishing” 
the sanctity of the temple by 
using ghee adulterated with 
animal fat by making laddu 
‘prasadam’. “Don’t you have 


shame to go for darshan 
after committing such a 
grave sin,” asked Raja Singh. 

He said adulteration of 
ghee used for sacred 
‘prasadam’ has hurt the reli- 
gious sentiments of devo- 
tees. Raja Singh also de- 
manded that non-Hindu 
working in Hindu temples 
should be removed from 
jobs. Jana Sena also asked 
Jaganmohan Reddy to clar- 
ify if he would sign the faith 
declaration before visiting 
the Tirumala. 

It also asked him if he 
would seek forgiveness for 
appointing those belonging 
to other faiths as chairper- 
sons of TTD. Jana Sena has 
also asked Jagan if he would 
offer penance for making 
crores of devotees eat “non- 
veg” laddu. Amid the raging 
controversy over laddu, Ja- 
ganmohan Reddy on 
Wednesday decided to visit 
Sri Venkateswara Swamy 
temple on September 28. 1ans 
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MUMBAI 

Heavy rain 
claims 4 lives 
vd 


After the torrential 
downpour claimed at 
least four lives, Mum- 
bai braced for more 
rains on Thursday with 
the authorities declar- 
ing schools-colleges 
shut as a precautionary 
measure. Wednesday’s 
sudden downpour, 
which caught lakhs of 
Mumbaikars hurrying 
home totally by sur- 
prise, saw three casu- 
alties, including a 45- 
year-old woman, Vimal 
A Gaikwad, who 
drowned in an open 
drain in Andheri east 
MIDC area. 


UNITED NATIONS 
Marine life 
treaty signed 
avs 


India has signed an 
international agree- 
ment to protect marine 
biodiversity on the high 
seas. External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar 
signed the pact for- 
mally known as the 
Biodiversity Beyond 
National Jurisdiction 
(BBNJ) Agreement on 
Wednesday here. 

He said on X, “India is 
proud to join the BBNJ 
Agreement, an impor- 
tant step towards en- 
suring that our oceans 
remain healthy and 
resilient.” 1ans 


NEW DELHI 


Nita, Akash 
join Viacom18 
V 


Reliance Foundation 
Chairperson Nita Am- 
bani and Reliance Jio 
Infocomm Chairman 
Akash Ambani have 
joined the board of Vi- 
acom18 ahead of its 
merger with the India 
business of global 
media giant Walt Dis- 
ney, industry sources 
said. Viacom18 is the 
holding company that 
owns the media and 
entertainment busi- 
ness of billionaire 
Mukesh Ambani-led 
Reliance Industries 
and Bodhi Tree Sys- 
tems. 


News from 


NATION 


PM launches 
3 indigenous 
supercomputers 


Says tech upgradation should empower poor 


PTI 
PUNE 


Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday said a 
country can aim for high 
achievements only ifit has a 
big vision and asserted that 
technology upgradation 
should be to empower poor. 

Speaking after launching 
via video link three PARAM 
Rudra supercomputers, de- 
veloped indigenously under 
National Supercomputing 
Mission, Modi asserted that 
today’s India is carving new 
opportunities in the infinite 
sky of possibilities. 

Modi said his government 
has taken steps to ensure re- 
search in technology bene- 
fits the common man. “We 
started the national super- 
computing mission in 2015 
and now quantum comput- 
ing technology has taken a 
lead which will help im- 
prove IT, manufacturing, 
MSMEs and startups,” he 
said. 

Modi said his government 
is giving priority to science, 
technology and research. 
“Mission Gaganyan prepa- 
rations have begun and by 
2035 we will have our own 
space station,” he said, 


adding that the first phase of 
the project has been ap- 
proved. “Science for self-re- 
liance is our mission,” Modi 
said. 

The three supercomput- 
ers, built at a cost of Rs 130 
crore, have been deployed 
in Pune, Delhi and Kolkata 
to facilitate pioneering sci- 
entific research, Modi said. 

Modialso inaugurated the 
Rs 850 crore High-Perfor- 
mance Computing system 
tailored for weather and cli- 
mate research, and de- 
scribed the day as one of a 
“very big achievement” in 
science and technology sec- 
tor. “There is no sector 
which does not rely on tech- 
nology and computing capa- 
bility,” Modi said. 

“In this revolution, our 
share should not be in bits 
and bytes but in terabytes 
and petabytes. Therefore, 
this achievement proves 
that we are moving in the 
right direction at the right 
pace,” he said. The signifi- 
cance of science is not only 
in invention and develop- 
ment, but also in fulfilling 
aspirations of the last per- 
son, Modi said. India is 
building its own semicon- 
ductor ecosystem which 


Bilkis Bano 
rejects Guj 


NEW DELHI 


The Supreme Court on 
Thursday dismissed a plea 
filed by the Gujarat govern- 
ment seeking a review of 
the court’s verdict, which 
contained certain observa- 
tions against the State while 
quashing the remission 
granted to ll men convicted 
of raping Bilkis Bano and 
murdering seven of her 
family members during the 
2002 riots. 

A Bench of Justices BV 
Nagarathna and Ujjal 
Bhuyan also rejected the ap- 
plication for listing review 
petition in open court. 
“Having carefully gone 
through the Review Peti- 
tion, the order under chal- 
lenge and the papers an- 
nexed therewith, we are 
satisfied that there is no 
error apparent on the face 


case: SC 
govt plea 


of the record or any merit in 
the Review Petition, war- 
ranting reconsideration of 
the order impugned. The 
Review Petition is, accord- 
ingly, dismissed,” it said. 

The Gujarat government 
in its plea had said the apex 
court’s observation in the 
January 8 judgment, holding 
the State guilty of “usurpa- 
tion of power” and “abuse 
of discretion” for comply- 
ing with an order of another 
top court Bench, was an 
“error apparent on the face 
of the record” primarily on 
three grounds. 

It had said another coor- 
dinate Bench of the SC had, 
in May 2022, held Gujarat to 
be the “appropriate govern- 
ment” and directed it to de- 
cide the remission applica- 
tion of one of the convicts in 
accordance with the remis- 
sion policy of 1992. pri 


CDSCO flags over 50 drugs as 
‘not of standard quality’ 


NEW DELHI 


he country’s cen- 
tral drug regulatory 
authority has listed 


samples of more than 50 
drugs, including paraceta- 
mol, Pan D, calcium and 
vitamin D3 supplements, 
and anti-diabetes pills, as 
“not of standard quality” 
in its latest report. 

The batches of medi- 
cines flagged by the Cen- 
tral Drugs Standard Con- 
trol Organisation 
(CDSCO) in its drug alert 
for August are of compa- 
nies such as Alkem Labo- 
ratories, Hindustan An- 
tibiotics Limited, Hetero 
Labs Limited, Karnataka 
Antibiotics and Pharma- 
ceuticals Ltd, Nestor 
Pharmaceuticals Ltd, 
Priya Pharmaceuticals 
and Scott-Edil Pharmacia 
Ltd. The CDSCO’s drug 
alert for August included 
samples from batches of 
medications such as Shel- 
cal, Vitamin B Complex 
with Vitamin C Softgels, 
vitamin C and D3 tablets 
and Ciprofloxacin tablets. 

High blood pressure 
medications Telmisartan 
and Atropine Sulphate 
and antibiotics such as 
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Batches of some drugs failed the ‘dissolution test’ as per Indian 
Pharmacopoeia and failed the ‘Assay’ and ‘water’ test as per IP. 


Amoxicillin And Potas- 
sium Clavulanate tablets 
have also been cate- 
gorised as not of “not of 
standard quality”. While 
batches of some drugs 
failed the ‘dissolution test’ 
as per Indian Pharma- 
copoeia and failed the 
‘Assay’ and ‘water’ test as 
per IP, some were identi- 
fied as spurious or having 
uniformity of volume is- 
sues. “The drug regulator 
constantly monitors drugs 
and samples are randomly 
tested every month to en- 
sure their quality as well 
as safety standards. When 
found as not of standard 


quality, action is taken 
against manufacturing 
firms accordingly,” the 
source said. 

According to CDSCO, 
the drugs licensing au- 
thorities of Andhra 
Pradesh, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, 
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gu- 
jarat, Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Manipur, Ra- 
jasthan, Meghalaya, Mizo- 
ram, Nagaland, Odisha, 
Punjab, Sikkim and Tamil 
Nadu, have not submitted 
any data regarding the 
Not of Standard Quality 
(NSQ) Alert for August 
2024. pti 


will be a key part of the 
global supply chain, Modi 
said. 

The Giant Metre Radio 
Telescope (GMRT) in Pune 
will leverage the supercom- 
puter to explore Fast Radio 
Bursts (FRBs) and other as- 
tronomical phenomena. 
The Inter University Accel- 
erator Centre (IUAC) in 
Delhi will enhance research 
in fields like material sci- 
ence and atomic physics, 
while the SN Bose Centre in 
Kolkata will drive advanced 
research in areas such as 
physics, cosmology, and 
earth sciences. 

The High-Performance 
Computing system is tai- 
lored for weather and cli- 
mate research and the proj- 
ect represents an 
investment of Rs. 850 crore, 
marking a significant leap in 
India’s computational capa- 
bilities for meteorological 
applications. 

Located at two key sites, 
the Indian Institute of Trop- 
ical Meteorology (IITM) in 
Pune and the National Cen- 
tre for Medium Range 
Weather Forecast (NCM- 
RWF) in Noida, the HPC 
system has extraordinary 
computing power. 
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US Consulate 


to promote 
American firms’ 
access in AP 


Larson. 
VUAYAWADA 


The Andhra Pradesh gov- 
ernment is looking for a lot 
of investments and the US 
Consulate General in Hy- 
derabad is eager to pro- 
mote American firms’ ac- 
cess to the State, said 
Consul General Jennifer 
Larson here on Thursday. 
The Consul General noted 
that she recently met Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu and Ministers to talk 
about the kind of coopera- 
tion the consulate could fa- 
cilitate. 

According to the diplo- 
mat, several top US compa- 
nies operating out of Hy- 
derabad, which are 
growing by the week, 
would look at the southern 
State with interest as to 
how the business land- 
scape would develop, ease 
of doing business aspect 
and good business incen- 
tives, among others. High- 
lighting that the US shares 
a strong relationship with 
Andhra Pradesh along with 
Telangana, Larson noted 
that 40 per cent of Indian 
students in the US origi- 
nate from Telugu States. pr 
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AFSPA extended in 
Arunachal, Nagaland 


It will be in force for another six months 


ITANAGAR/KOHIMA 


The Ministry of Home Af- 
fairs (MHA) has extended 
the Armed Forces (Special 
Powers) Act (AFSPA) in 
certain districts of 
Arunachal Pradesh and Na- 
galand for another six 
months with effect from Oc- 
tober 1, officials said on 
Thursday. 

An MHA notification said 
that the AFSPA has been ex- 
tended for another six 
months in Tirap, Changlang, 
and Longding districts in 
Arunachal Pradesh as well 
as areas under the jurisdic- 
tion of Namsai, Mahade- 
vpur, and Chowkham police 
stations in Namsai district, 
bordering Assam. A sepa- 
rate notification of the MHA 
said that the AFSPA was ex- 
tended in eight districts — 
Dimapur, Niuland, Chu- 
moukedima, Mon, Kiphire, 
Noklak, Phek, and Peren — 
and 21 police station areas in 
five other districts of Naga- 
land, which has a total of 16 
districts. 

Officials in Itanagar and 
Kohima said the Centre 
took the step following a re- 
view of the law and order 
situation in Arunachal 
Pradesh and Nagaland. Na- 
galand has 215 km of un- 
fenced borders with Myan- 
mar while Arunachal 
Pradesh has 1,817 km bor- 
ders with China, Myanmar 
and Bhutan. 


Centre invites NSCN-IM 
leaders for talks 


KOHIMA: The Centre has invited the leaders of the Na- 
tional Socialist Council of Nagaland-lsak-Muivah 
(NSCN-IM) to Delhi to resume talks on the Naga politi- 
cal issue during the first week of October, group 


sources said on Thursday. 


An NSCN-IM leader said that the union government 
requested the Naga outfit leaders to visit New Delhi to 
resume talks which stalled for quite some time. “The 
ball is currently in the court of the Centre. The NSCN-I- 
M leadership is waiting for the Centre’s decision about 
our demands,” the leading Naga outfit’s leader said. 

On September 12, an all-important consultative 
meeting, convened by the State Home Department, in 
Kohima, discussed the long pending Naga political 
issue and demanded the appointment of a new minis- 
terial-level interlocutor to take forward the talks with 
all the Naga groups. Regarding the demand for a new 
ministerial-level interlocutor, the NSCN-IM leader de- 
clined to comment and said that the matter remained 


under discussion. tans 


The AFSPA empowers 
the Army, para-military, and 
other security forces to ar- 
rest a person without a war- 
rant, enter or search prem- 
ises without a warrant, 
along with some other ac- 
tions. With the improve- 
ment in the security situa- 
tion in the northeastern 
States, the Centre, in April 
2022, reduced the number 
of disturbed areas under 
AFSPA in many areas of Na- 
galand, Assam and Manipur. 

With significant improve- 
ment in the security situa- 
tion, it was lifted from 


A foreign delegate with poses with artistes for pictures during the 12th edition of Kerala Travel Mart, in Kochi, on Thursday. — Photo: PTI 
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Manipur retracts claims of attack by Kukis 


IMPHAL 


Days after claiming that 900 
Kuki militants were plan- 
ning to attack peripheral vil- 
lages of Imphal valley dis- 
tricts around September 28, 
the Manipur government re- 
tracted its statement and as- 
serted that the likelihood of 
“any such misadventures by 
armed groups is minimal 
and unsubstantiated”. In a 
joint statement, Security 


Advisor Kuldiep Singh and 
DGP Rajiv Singh said, “In 
view of recent reactions 
from different communities 
regarding the input on the 
infiltration of 900 trained 
Kuki militants from Myan- 
mar to carry out attacks on 
Meiteis on September 28, it 
is clarified that the input was 
verified from various 
sources but could not be 
substantiated on the ground. 
There is no current basis to 


believe in any such input.” 
The statement assured 
that “security forces are on 
high alert to protect the lives 
and property of citizens. All 
communities are assured of 
their safety,” and advised the 
public to “not believe in any 
rumors or unverified news.” 
On Sept 20 the security advi- 
sor had said security forces 
have taken a number of steps 
in the wake of reports that 
militants might carry out vi- 


olence in peripheral villages. 
He had said reports of move- 
ment of these militants have 
been circulating for the past 
three to four days. N Geof- 
frey, Secretary to CM, 
stated, “Based on informa- 
tion regarding the move- 
ment of armed groups, this 
office shared intelligence in- 
puts to enable the Police De- 
partment to develop the said 
information for actionable 
insights.” pri 


Tripura in 2015, Meghalaya 
in 2018 and Mizoram in the 
1980s. Many political par- 
ties, NGOs, and civil society 
organisations, including 
NESO, All Naga Students’ 
Association, and United 
Naga Council in the north- 
eastern region have been 
demanding complete repeal 
of AFSPA. 

Demanding the repeal of 
AFSPA, the NESO earlier 
this week said that the law 
continued to perpetuate vi- 
olence with impunity and 
gross human rights viola- 
tions across northeast. ians 


DRDO, IIT 
Delhi develop 
bulletproof 
jackets 


NEW DELHI 


Defence Research and De- 
velopment Organisation 
(DRDO), along with re- 
searchers of the Indian In- 
stitute of Technology (IIT) 
Delhi has developed light- 
weight bulletproof jackets 
with 360-degree protec- 
tion, the Ministry of De- 
fence has said. 

The jackets, named 
ABHED (Advanced Ballis- 
tics for High Energy De- 
feat) have been developed 
at the DRDO Industry Aca- 
demia Centre of Excel- 
lence (DIA-CoE) at IIT, 
Delhi. The ABHED jackets 
were developed using 
polymers and indigenous 
boron carbide ceramic ma- 
terial. “The design configu- 
ration is based on charac- 
terisation of various 
materials at high strain rate 
followed by appropriate 
modelling and simulation 
in collaboration with 
DRDO,” the Ministry said. 

The armour plates for 
the jackets have passed all 
necessary research and de- 
velopment trials as per the 
protocols. The Ministry 
noted that based on the se- 
lection-criteria matrix, 
some Indian industries 
were shortlisted for the 
Transfer of Technology 
and handholding. The Cen- 
tre is ready to transfer the 
technology to three indus- 
tries, it added. ans 


I was fed up with her conduct, wrote B’luru killer 


BENGALURU 


The suspected killer, who 
chopped 26-year-old Maha- 
laxmi, a single working 
woman in Bengaluru, into 59 
pieces and stuffed the body 
parts into a fridge, wrote in 
his death note that he com- 
mitted the brutal crime as he 
was fed up with her conduct. 
The police have recovered 
the suicide note written by 
Mukthirajan Roy, victim 
Mahalaxmi’s colleague in 
which he had confessed to 
the horrifying crime which 
shook the Bengaluru city. 
Sources said that the 
death note was written in his 
diary. “Ihave killed my lover 
Mahalaxmi on Sept 3,” the 
accused had written in his 


Woman blackmailed Roy: Family 


BHUBANESWAR: A day after the suicide of the prime 
suspect in the sensational Bengaluru Mahalaxmi murder 
case, the family members of the deceased Mukthiranjan 
Roy on Thursday alleged that the victim woman Maha- 
laxmi used to blackmail and extract money from Roy. 

The accused had allegedly revealed about committing 
the crime and the reasons behind such a heinous act to 
his younger brother before suicide. “He stayed with me 
for the last 10 to 12 days in my mess at Berhampur be- 
fore committing suicide. He had also told me about 
committing the crime. He said that she (Mahalaxmi) 
was blackmailing him constantly and also extracted 
large amounts of money and gold ornaments from him,” 
said Roy’s younger brother on Thursday. ans 


diary. He had also written 
that he had committed the 
crime on September 3, when 
he went to her house. “I was 


fed up with her conduct. I 
fought with her over per- 
sonal matters and Maha- 
laxmi assaulted me. Enraged 


by her act, I killed her,” he 
had stated. “After killing her, 
Thad chopped her body into 
59 pieces and kept them in 
the fridge. I have done this 
act after being fed up with 
her conduct,” he had stated 
in the diary. 

The police were gathering 
information about killer 
Mukthiranjan Roy at his res- 
idence when the note was 
found. Roy committed sui- 
cide by hanging on Wednes- 
day. He was found hanging 
from a tree in a village in 
Bhadrak district in Odisha. 
“The suspected killer had 
arrived at the Pandi village 
on Wednesday and stayed at 
home. He had left his home 
on a two-wheeler. His body 
was found by the locals,” po- 


lice sources said. Mukthi- 
ranjan had disappeared fol- 
lowing the incident ofa sen- 
sational murder. The 
Karnataka Police had sent 
four teams to Odisha to hunt 
him. The suspected killer 
had stopped coming to work 
from September 1. Maha- 
laxmi’s last day of work was 
also on September 1. Earlier, 
police suspected that Maha- 
laxmi was killed on Septem- 
ber 2 or September 3. The 
police said suspected killer 
was the team head where 
Mahalaxmi worked. The 
murder case came to light 
last Saturday after neigh- 
bours noticed a foul smell 
emanating from Mahalaxmi’s 
house for two days and in- 
formed her relatives. ians 
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WASHINGTON 
Funding Bill 
passed 

V 


US Congress over- 
whelmingly passed a 
short-term funding bill 
to avert a looming gov- 
ernment shutdown. 
The Senate voted 78-18 
to clear the measure, 
following the House’s 
approval with a 341-82 
vote. All opposition in 
both chambers came 
from Republicans. The 
package, negotiated by 
House Speaker Mike 
Johnson and leading 
Democrats, would 
maintain funding at 
current levels. ans 
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SEOUL 
‘N Korea has 
uranium’ 


V 


North Korea has likely 
enriched enough ura- 
nium to build a “dou- 
ble-digit” number of 
bombs and is making 
progress in its efforts 
to develop more pow- 
erful and accurate mis- 
siles targeting rival 
South Korea, Seoul’s 
spy agency said. The 
briefing by the 
National Intelligence 
Service came after 
North Korea offered a 
glimpse into its facility 
to make weapons- 
grade uranium. ap 


PESHAWAR 


25 killed in 
Pak clashes 


V 


At least 25 people have 
been killed in days of 
clashes between 
armed Shiites and 
Sunni Muslims over a 
lingering land dispute 
in northwest Pakistan, 
officials said. The 
clashes — which 
started over the week- 
end in Kurram — con- 
tinued on Wednesday. 
Officials said dozens of 
people from both sides 
were wounded. Kurram 
has been a scene of 
sectarian violence in 
recent years. ap 


OTTAWA 
Trudeau 
put to test 
V 


Canadian Prime Minis- 
ter Justin Trudeau 
survived a vote of no 
confidence in the first 
major test of his minor- 
ity Liberal government 
whose popularity has 
waned after nine years 
in office. Following a 
heated debate that saw 
members of Parliament 
trade insults and slam 
their fists on desks, 
they voted 211 to 120 
against the Conserva- 
tive motion to unseat 
the Liberals. ians 


News from 


WORLD 


Stop genocidal war, we 


cm Will not leave: Abbas 


Palestinian Authority leader accuses Israel of making Gaza unlivable 


AP 
NEW YORK 


The head of the Palestinian 
Authority denounced Israel 
and its offensive in the Gaza 
Strip in front of world lead- 
ers on Thursday, appealing 
to other nations to stop what 
he called a “genocidal war” 
against a place and people 
he said had been destroyed. 

Mahmoud Abbas used the 
rostrum of the UN General 
Assembly as he typically 
does — to criticise Israel. 
But this was the first time he 
did so since the October 7, 
2023, attacks by Hamas on 
Israel that triggered an Is- 
raeli military operation that 
has devastated the occupied 
Gaza Strip. 

Abbas strode to the 
podium to loud applause 
and a few unintelligible 
shouts. His first words were 
a sentence repeated three 
times: “We will not leave. 
We will not leave. We will 
not leave.” He accused Is- 
rael of destroying Gaza and 
making it unlivable. And he 
said his government should 
govern post-war Gaza as 
part of an independent 
Palestinian State, a vision 
that Israel’s hardline gov- 
ernment rejects. 

“Palestine is our home- 
land. It is the land of our fa- 
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A woman reacts following an Israeli strike on a school sheltering displaced Palestinians, at Falluja 
near the Jabalia refugee camp in northern Gaza Strip on Thursday. — Photo: AFP 


thers and our grandfathers. 
It will remain ours. And if 
anyone were to leave, it 
would be the occupying 
usurpers,” he said. 

Abbas has had little influ- 
ence in Gaza since Hamas 
overthrew his forces and 
seized power of the territory 
in 2007. The US has said a 
reformed PA should play a 
future role in Gaza, but Is- 
rael does not consider hima 
reliable partner. 


Guterres 
flays UNSC 


UN: The United Nations 
chief sharply criticised the 
powerful but deeply divided 
Security Council at a high- 
level meeting on Wednes- 
day for a failure of leader- 
ship to end wars in Gaza, 
Ukraine, Sudan and beyond. 
“Peace demands action. 
And peace demands leader- 
ship,” Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres told the 
15-member council charged 
with ensuring international 
peace and security. “In- 
stead, we’re seeing deepen- 
ing geopolitical divisions 
and mistrust.” He pointed 
to violations of the UN Char- 
ter and international law, 
conflicts multiplying and 
becoming more deadly. ap 


11 killed as Israeli airstrike hits Gaza school 


DEIR AL-BALAH 


An Israeli airstrike hit a 
school sheltering thou- 
sands of displaced Pales- 
tinians in northern Gaza on 
Thursday, killing at least 11 
people and wounding 22, 
including women and chil- 
dren, the territory’s Health 


Russia will win Ukraine 
conflict, asserts Lavrov 


Accuses US 
of worsening 
global 
conflicts 


MOSCOW 


Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov declared that 
Russia will achieve victory 
in the conflict with Ukraine, 
which he claims has been 
provoked by the West. 

In an interview with 
TASS news agency, Lavrov 
stressed that the West only 
responds to force, and Rus- 
sia is unified in the face of 
this proxy war. “The victory 
is necessary. They do not 
understand any other lan- 
guage. This victory will be 
ours, there is no doubt. We 
have truly united against 
the war the West has un- 
leashed through Ukraine,” 
Lavrov said. 

Lavrov also criticised the 
US, accusing it of worsen- 
ing global conflicts, includ- 
ing in Ukraine and Gaza. 
“The US, as a so-called 
‘problem solver’, has only 
exacerbated crises world- 
wide. Wherever the West 
gets involved as the main 
‘fix-it man’, pardon my 
slang, the situation deterio- 
rates — hundreds of thou- 
sands of victims, devasta- 
tion, and socio-economic 
issues. This is what we see 
in Ukraine and the Palestin- 
ian-Israeli conflict,” he said. 

He further lambasted the 
UN for its silence on attacks 
against Russians. ians 


A resident carries a cat out of a damaged 
building following a Russian strike in the city 
of Kramatorsk, Donetsk region. — Photo: AFP 
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Trump says Ukraine demolished 


WASHINGTON: Former President Donald Trump de- 
scribed Ukraine in bleak and mournful terms on 
Wednesday, referring to its people as “dead” and the 
country itself as “demolished”, and further raising 
questions about how much the former President 
would be willing if elected again to concede in a nego- 
tiation over the country’s future. 

Trump argued that Ukraine should have made con- 
cessions to Russian President Vladimir Putin in the 
months before Russia’s February 2022 attack, declar- 
ing that even “the worst deal would’ve been better 
than what we have now”. Trump, who has long been 
critical of US aid to Ukraine, frequently claims that 
Russia never would have invaded if he was President 
and that he would put an end to the war if he returned 
to the White House. But rarely has he discussed the 
conflict in such detail. His remarks, at a North Carolina 
event billed as an economic speech, come on the heels 
of a debate this month in which he pointedly refused to 
say whether he wanted Ukraine to win the war. ae 


Changes in nuke doctrine 
warning to West: Kremlin 


MOSCOW: Changes in 
Russia’s nuclear doctrine 
are intended to discour- 
age Ukraine’s Western 
allies from supporting 
attacks on Russia, the 
Kremlin said on Thursday. 

Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said the 
revisions in the document 
announced by President 
Vladimir Putin area 
“warning signal to those 
countries about the con- 
sequences in case of their 
involvement in an attack 
on our country with vari- 
ous assets, not necessar- 
ily nuclear ones.” 

In astrong, new warn- 
ing to the West, Putin said 


any nation’s conventional 
attack on Russia that is 
supported by a nuclear 
power will be considered 
a joint attack on his coun- 
try. The threat, outlined in 
arevision of Moscow’s 
nuclear doctrine, was 
clearly aimed at discour- 
aging the West from al- 
lowing Ukraine to strike 
Russia with longer-range 
weapons and appears to 
significantly lower the 
threshold for the possible 
use of Russia’s nuclear ar- 
senal. Putin didn’t specify 
whether the modified 
document envisages a 
nuclear response to such 
an attack. ap 


Missiles, drones target Kyiv for 5 hours 


KYIV: Ukraine's air defences battled an 


4a@—sCooveerrnight Russian aerial attack on the capital 


Kyiv for five hours, officials said on Thursday, 
as missiles and drones again hammered the 
Ukrainian power grid. The Kyiv attack injured 
at least two people, Ukraine’s Emergency 
Service said. A kindergarten, a gas pipe and 
around 20 cars were damaged in the city, said 
the Kyiv Military Administration. Long-range 
strikes have been a hallmark of Russia’s mili- 
tary campaign in Ukraine, now deep in its third 
year, often hitting civilian areas. Attacks on 
the electricity network have knocked out 
around 70 per cent of Ukraine’s energy gener- 
ation capacity, according to the United Na- 
tions, bringing blackouts as winter ap- 
proaches. Air defence systems are a critical 
need for Ukraine, and President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy was due to meet President Joe 
Biden in Washington on Thursday. ap 


Ministry said. The Israeli 
military confirmed it 
struck the school in the Ja- 
balia refugee camp, saying 
it was targeting Hamas 
militants inside who were 
planning attacks on Israeli 
troops. The claim couldn’t 
be independently con- 
firmed. Footage from the 


al-Falouja School showed 
rescue workers rushing 
casualties out of the 
school compound amid 
widespread debris and 
crowds of people. Another 
showed men wrapping a 
mangled, severed torso in 
a plastic sheet and putting 
body parts into a cooler. ap 


Iraqi Shiite militia 
threatens to attack US 


BAGHDAD 


Iraqi Shiite militia Kata’ib 
Hezbollah threatened to at- 
tack the presence of US 
forces if Israel assaults Iraq. 
Abu Alial-Askar, security 
leader of the Iranian-backed 
Shiite militia, said the Iraqi 
airspace is witnessing in- 
tense activity by the US and 
Israel, indicating “the possi- 
bility of a Zionist (Israeli) 
aggression against Iraq.” 
“Accordingly, the Kata’ib 
Hezbollah renews its warn- 
ing that its response will not 
be limited to Israel only, but 
will include the entire US 


presence,” the statement 
said. Al-Askar also called on 
the Islamic Resistance in 
Iraq, a Shiite militia group, 
to increase the number and 
scale of their operations and 
the level of threat to Israel, 
reports Xinhua news 
agency. 

Earlier in the day, the Is- 
lamic Resistance in Iraq 
claimed responsibility for 
multiple drone and missile 
attacks on Israeli targets “in 
solidarity with our people 
in Palestine and Lebanon” 
without specifying the af- 
fected sites or reporting any 
casualties. ans 


NYC Mayor booked 
for corruption 


NEW YORK 


New York City Mayor Eric 
Adams was indicted on 
Thursday on __ federal 
charges alleging that he 
took bribes and illegal cam- 
paign contributions from 
foreign sources. 

The US attorney’s office 
in Manhattan alleged in the 
indicment that Adams 
“compounded his gains” 
from the illegal contribu- 
tions by gaming the city’s 
matching funds program, 
which provides a generous 
match for small dollar dona- 
tions. FBI agents entered 
the Mayor’s official resi- 
dence and seized his phone 
early on Thursday, hours 
before the indictment was 
made public. 


WRATH OF HURRICANE HELENE 


The indictment caps off 
an extraordinary few weeks 
in New York City, as federal 
investigators have homed in 
on members of Adams’ 
inner circle, producing a 
drum-beat of raids, subpoe- 
nas and high-level resigna- 
tions that have thrust City 
Hall into crisis. 

The White House pushed 
back against claims by the 
Mayor that he was targeted 
because of his objections to 
efforts to address immigra- 
tion and border crossings, 
saying the actions by the 
Justice Department were 
independent of politics. 
“The President was clear 
he was going to ensure that 
DOJ is independent and the 
DOJ is handling this case in- 
dependently,” it said. ap 


A resident of the coastal town of Guanimar in Artemisa province, southwest of Havana, wades trough a flooded street after the passage 
of Hurricane Helene. Tropical storm Helene became a hurricane mid-morning in the Gulf of Mexico. — Photo: AFP 
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Trump warns of expelling 


hundreds of migrants 


WASHINGTON 


Former President Donald 
Trump, who has made anti- 
immigration rhetoric a key 
part of his reelection cam- 
paign, has warned that he 
would kick out hundreds of 
thousands of immigrants 
who have entered the coun- 
try under two key Biden ad- 
ministration programmes if 
he is reelected. 


Speaking to Fox News, 
Trump railed against two 
immigration programs cre- 
ated by the Biden adminis- 
tration to encourage mi- 
grants not to come directly 
to the southern border to 
seek asylum and make the 
region less chaotic. He said 
he would make the more 
than one million people who 
have entered the US under 
the two programmes leave: 


“Get ready to leave because 
you're going to be going out 
real fast.” Trump has al- 
ready promised a_ vast 
crackdown on immigration 
if he’s reelected, including a 
vow to carry out mass de- 
portations of migrants. 

He made similar pledges 
during previous campaigns, 
but during his time as Presi- 
dent, deportations never 
topped 350,000. ar 


Author Jhumpa Lahiri declines 
award over kaffiyeh ban 


NEW YORK 


Pulitzer Prize-winning In- 
dian-origin writer Jhumpa 
Lahiri has declined to accept 
an award from the Noguchi 
Museum in Queens in 
protest of its ban on political 
dress for its staff after it fired 
three employees who had 
worn kaffiyehs in solidarity 
with Palestinians in Gaza. 
“Jhumpa Lahiri has cho- 
sen to withdraw her accept- 
ance of the 2024 Isamu 


Noguchi Award in response 
to our updated dress code 
policy,” the museum said in 
a statement. “We respect 
her perspective and under- 
stand that this policy may or 
may not align with every- 
one’s views,” The New York 
Times cited the statement as 
saying of Lahiri. 

“We remain committed to 
our core mission of advanc- 
ing the understanding and 
appreciation of Isamu 
Noguchi’s art and legacy 


while upholding our values 
of inclusivity and open- 
ness.” The New-York based 
museum, founded nearly 40 
years ago by Noguchi, a 
Japanese-American _ de- 
signer and sculptor, an- 
nounced last month that 
employees during their 
working hours could not 
wear clothing or accessories 
expressing “political mes- 
sages, slogans or symbols”. 
The policy does not apply to 
visitors. pti 


Japan patrols 
Taiwan Strait 
for first time 


TOKYO 


Japan has for the first time 
ever sent a Maritime Self- 
Defense Force vessel 
through the Taiwan Strait, 
local media reported on 
Thursday, in an apparent 
challenge to China’s grow- 
ing military assertiveness 
in the region. 

Destroyer Sazanami, 
along with Australian and 
New Zealand vessels, con- 
ducted the transit on 
Wednesday in the narrow 
waterway between China 
and Taiwan, a self-ruled is- 
land that China claims as 
its own territory, according 
to sources. 

The ships were believed 
to be heading to the South 
China Sea for exercises. 
The transit, which came 
only a few days before 
Fumio Kishida steps down 
as Prime Minister, comes 
as China has ramped up 
military pressure in the wa- 
ters and airspace around 
Japan. China has been in- 
creasing its military activi- 
ties around Japan, with a 
spy plane violating Japan- 
ese airspace near islands in 
Nagasaki Prefecture. ans 
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STREAMING NOW 


Cricket: Ind vs 
6 B'desh, Day 12nd 
I a Test, 9.30 am on 
ema 


Sports 18 & JioCin- 


SL vs NZ, Day 2 2nd Test, 10 am 
on Sony Sports Ten 5 


DEAUVILLE (FRANCE) 
Pranavi, 
Tvesa lead 
India’s charge 
yy 


Pranavi Urs will head 
the Indian challenge 
with Tvesa Malik also 
in the fray at the La- 
coste Ladies Open de 
France. A total of 96 
players from 29 na- 
tions will tee up at the 
Diane Barriere course 
at Golf Barriere. The 
54-hole tournament 
with a purse of 
375,000 euros will see 
the Top-60 make the 
cut after 36 holes and 
play the weekend. Last 
week Pranavi had a 
stunning 6-under 66, 
her career-best round 
on the Ladies European 
Tour, while finishing 
seventh. 


MUMBAI 

Marsh, 

Head hail 
Rishabh Pant 


V 


Rishabh Pant’s stirring 
comeback to cricket 
has moved Mitchell 
Marsh so much that 
the all-rounder termed 
him a “ripping bloke” 
whom he wished to 
have played for Aus- 
tralia. “He’s a ripping 
bloke. | wish he was 
Australian. He’s obvi- 
ously been througha 
lot over the last few 
years, and it’s beena 
hell of a comeback,” he 
said. “The Indian crick- 
eter | believe is most 
Australian would be 
Rishabh Pant. | think 
the way he goes about 
his aggressive nature,” 
Travis Head added. 


VIENTIANE 


India U20 
face stern 
Iran test 
Vv 


India will be looking to 
iron out the rough 
edges before facing 
lran in their next Group 
G game of the AFC U20 
Asian Cup 2025 quali- 
fiers here on Friday. 
India registered a 4-1 
victory against Mongo- 
lia in their first Group G 
match. “The last match 
was a big motivation 
for our team. But we 
cannot rejoice in the 
victory just yet. We 
must immediately 
begin preparations for 
the next game,” head 
coach Ranjan Chaud- 
huri said. 


News from 


SPORT 


India eye clean sweep 


Home side hoping big guns Kohli, Rohit will fire against B’desh in 2" Test in Kanpur 


PTI 
KANPUR 


India would want their big 
guns Virat Kohli and Rohit 
Sharma to fire when the 
mighty hosts aim for a clean 
sweep against a beleaguered 
Bangladesh in the second 
and final Test starting here 
on Friday. 

The all-round show of 
Ravichandran Ashwin, 
Shubman Gill’s sublime 
hundred, Ravindra Jadeja’s 
quality batting and Rishabh 
Pant’s roaring comeback al- 
lowed India to script a com- 
fortable victory in Chennai 
despite being put under 
pressure by the Bangladesh 
pacers on day one. The way 
India bounced back in the 
game reaffirmed their su- 
premacy in Test cricket, es- 
pecially at home where they 
are on course for a record- 
extending 18th consecutive 
series win. Having made a 
successful return in white- 
ball cricket, it was time for 
Pant to show that it is the 
Test arena where he can 
make the maximum impact. 

It seems he has even 
added one more dimension 
to his game: curbing his ag- 
gressive instinct if the situa- 
tion demands, making him 
even more dangerous. How- 
ever, both Rohit and Virat’s 
bats remained silent in the 
series opener as Bangladesh 
pacers — Hasan Mahmud 
and Taskin Ahmed — 
bowled probing lines on a 
supportive track and were 
rewarded. With a long Test 
season ahead of them, the 
two premier batters must be 
itching to get back among 
the runs. 

Playing his first Test at 
home since March 2023, 
Kohli did not look at his 
sharpest and one can trust 


India’s head coach Gautam Gambhir and KL Rahul during a training session in Kanpur, on Thursday. — Photo: PTI 


him to not go for expansive 
cover drives at the start of 
his innings. 


Change In Combinations 
The Green Park wicket has 
traditionally been a low and 
slow track that assists spin- 
ners. While it is expected to 
offer some assistance to the 
fast bowlers initially, the 
basic nature of the pitch, 
prepared with black soil 
brought from Unnao, is not 
expected to change much. 
The wicket will become 
slower as the game pro- 
gresses. It means India can 
field three spinners instead 
of three pacers. If that is in- 


deed the case, Akash Deep 
could make way for Kuldeep 
Yadav. 

If India think they need 
more cushion with the bat, 
then Axar Patel might just 
pip home hero Kuldeep, 
who has performed excep- 
tionally over the last 18 
months. In the last Test 
played at Green Park in 2021, 
India had fielded three spin- 
ners — Ashwin, Jadeja and 
Axar — ina game that ended 
ina thrilling draw with New 
Zealand. Interestingly, the 
2021 contest and the one be- 
fore that in 2016 (also 
against New Zealand) lasted 
five days. 


Conditions key to India’s XI: Nayar 


KANPUR: India remain undecided on playing three spin- 
ners in second Test against Bangladesh with assistant 
coach Abhishek Nayar saying that the nature of the 
pitch and overhead conditions on the morning of the 
match will influence the decision-making. 

Uttar Pradesh Cricket Association has prepared two 
pitches for the game beginning here on Thursday. “To 
be honest, | don’t know which surface we are going to 


play on yet,” Nayar said. 


“With the conditions and the forecast, it is going to 
be interesting, when we turn up in the morning, how 
the conditions are. A lot will depend on that because as 
you know in Test wicket, conditions can be a huge fac- 
tor in how the pitch plays.” It is too early for us to judge 
and decide or have any sort of thought process on the 
pitch or the conditions,” he said. pri 


Shakib Al Hasan 


announces 
T 201 retirement 


Says Kanpur 
Test could be 
his last 


KANPUR 


Accused of murder in his 
country, star Bangladesh 
all-rounder Shakib Al 
Hasan laid out his retire- 
ment plans on Thursday, 
declaring that he is done 
with T20Is, will wind up his 
ODI career in next year's 
Champions Trophy and is 
ready to say goodbye to 
Tests here against India. 

The 37-year-old, one of 
the biggest stars to emerge 
from Bangladesh, was ad- 
dressing the media on the 
eve of the second and final 
Test against Rohit Sharma's 
men It could well be his in- 
ternational swansong in the 
format of a proposed home 
series against South Africa 
does not work out. 

He is hoping to be picked 
for the two-Test affair next 
month and wind it up in 
Mirpur, where the second 
game could be held in the 
second half. “It has been 
tough for me. Only Allah 
knows how I am focused on 
the game. Even I don't 
know,” admitted the 
Bangladesh great, who fea- 
tured in 129 T20Is for his 
country. 

“T have played my last 
T20 match in T20 World 
Cup. We have discussed 
this with the selectors. 
Looking at the 2026 World 
Cup, this is the right time 
for me to move out. Hope- 
fully, BCB will find some 
great players and we will 
perform well,” said the spin- 
ner. Shakib has played 70 


Shakib Al Hasan 


Tests, scoring 4600 runs 
and taking 242 wickets. “I 
have expressed my desire to 
play my last Test in Mirpur 
to BCB. They agreed with 
me. They are trying to or- 
ganise everything so that I 
can go to Bangladesh. If that 
won't happen, the match 
against India in Kanpur 
would be my last in Test 
cricket,” he added. 

Shakib was named as an 
accused in a murder case 
back home during the polit- 
ical unrest that led to the 
ouster of Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina. He was a 
member of Parliament from 
her party, the Awami 
League and he has been 
avoiding going back to 
Bangladesh to steer clear of 
the legal proceedings that 
await him. The case against 
him pertains to the death of 
a garment worker, Mo- 
hammed Rubel, whose fa- 
ther, Rafiqul Islam, filed the 
complaint on August 7. 
Shakib indicated that he 
may not travel back home 
after the current series in 
India. 

“Going back to 
Bangladesh is not a problem 
but leaving is. My close 
friends and family members 
have concerns (about my 
safety), I hope things are 
better, well and there should 
be is a solution to it.” pri 


India Colts beat Aus, 
sweep ODI series 


PUDUCHERRY 


India U-19 boys held their 
nerve in the final overs to 
eke out a seven-run victory 
over Australia in a high- 
scoring third youth ODI, 
completing a 3-0 series 
sweep on Thursday. The In- 
dian junior team had won 
the first and second Youth 
ODIs by seven and nine 
wickets respectively. 
Batting first, India scored 
324 for 8 riding on half-cen- 
turies from opener Rudra 
Patel (77 off 81 balls) and 
skipper Mohamed Amaan 
(71 off 72 balls). There were 
useful contributions from 
lower-order hitters like 
Hardik Raj (30 off 18 balls) 
and Chetan Sharma (18 not 
out off 9 balls) which took 


the team to a commanding 
position. 

In reply, Australia were 
going strong at 241 for 2 in 
the 41st over with twin cen- 
turions — skipper Oliver 
Peake (111) and Steven 
Hogan (104) — adding 180 
runs for the third wicket 
stand but they finally could 
only manage 317 for 7 at the 
end of the stipulated 50 
overs. It was slow left-arm 
orthodox spinner Hardik 
(3/55) and off-spinner Kiran 
Chormale (2/59), who were 
brilliant in the death overs. 
BRIEF SCORES: India U-19 
324/8 in 50 overs (Mo- 
hamed Amaan 71, Rudra 
Patel 77), Australia 317/7 in 
50 overs (Oliver Peake 111, 
Steven Hogan 104, Hardik 
Raj 3/55). pri 


Srikanth enters 
quarters at 
Macau Open 


MACAU 


Star Indian shuttler Ki- 
dambi Srikanth advanced 
to the men’s singles quar- 
terfinals of the Macau 
Open Super 300 bad- 
minton tournament with a 
straight-game victory over 
compatriot Ayush Shetty 
in the second round here 
on Thursday. 

Seeded sixth, Srikanth, 
who is playing his first 
competition since recover- 
ing from an injury sus- 
tained in May, outclassed 
2023 Odisha masters run- 
ner-up Ayush 21-13, 21-18 to 
emerge as the lone Indian 
competitor in the singles 
event. Srikanth will next 
face Hong Kong’s second 
seed Ng Ka Long Angus. pri 


Chess champs share insights with PM 


NEW DELHI 


Artificial Intelligence, an up- 
coming birthday, and the 
ambition to make India a 
sporting powerhouse came 
up for discussion when 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi hosted the Olympiad 
gold-winning Indian chess 
teams at his residence, seek- 
ing to understand their 
mindset in the high-pres- 
sure event. 

In the interaction that 
took place on Thursday 
evening, both the men’s and 
women’s teams, who won 
gold medals in the event for 
the first time ever, sat with 
the PM to share their expe- 
rience and also ask him 
about his interest in sports. 

The men’s team featured 
the youngest ever world 
championship challenger D 


PM was curious to know how AI is shaping 
the future of chess. Praggnanandhaa 
noted that Al has significantly evolved, 
with computers becoming much stronger 


Gukesh, R Praggnanandhaa, 
Arjun Erigaisi, Vidit Gu- 
jrathi, P Harikrishna and 
captain Srinath Narayanan. 
The women’s team was 
made up of R Vaishali, Tania 
Sachdev, D Harika, Divya 
Deshmukh and Vantika 
Agrawal. They were cap- 
tained by Abhijit Kunte. 
Modi asked them about 
their sensational run during 
which the men’s team won 
21 of the 22 points on offer 
and the women gathered 19 
from a total of 22. He also 
wanted to know how their 
opponents reacted to the 


stupendous performance. 
“All our opponents ex- 
pressed their happiness for 
us,” responded Harika. 
Gukesh, who is now gear- 
ing up for the much-awaited 
world title clash against 
China’s Ding Liren in No- 
vember-December, reiter- 
ated that it was teamwork 
that steered the gold-win- 
ning show. “This experience 
was a great team effort. We 
were all super motivated. In 
the last Olympiad, there was 
one match which I should 
have won to guarantee a 
gold for India but unfortu- 


nately lost,” he said. “This 
time we were motivated to 
win,” 18-year-old added. 
The PM was curious to 
know how AI is shaping the 
future of chess where play- 
ers routinely test them- 
selves against computers. 
“With AI, chess has evolved, 
the computers have become 
much stronger, showing 
new ideas,” said Prag- 
gnanandhaa. “AI is available 
to all, it has democratised 
chess,” added Gujrathi. 


Physical fitness crucial 
The players quizzed the PM 
on his hectic daily schedule 
and how he copes with the 
workload. Modi said physi- 
cal fitness is the key not just 
to form but also for them 
even though they are en- 
gaged in a primarily a men- 
tal sport. pti 
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ISL win ‘Pujara was backbone Sthalekar confident Supporting young Adam Scott eyes Arsenal goalie Porter, 
ed of Indian batting on in India’s depth, players important, first Presidents Cup becomes club’s 
Debutants Mo- last two Aus tours’ T20 WC chances says Markram triumph youngest-ever starter 


hammedan Sporting 
Club earned their 
maiden victory at the 
Indian Super League 
(ISL) after they de- 
feated Chennaiyin FC 1- 
O with Lalremsanga 
Fanai scoring the soli- 
tary goal of the game 
here on Thursday. Fanai 
struck in the 39th 
minute when a mispass 
from PC Laldinpuia was 
wrongly judged by 
goalkeeper Mitra who 
was already off his line. 


Saddled with the responsibility 
of taking South Africa into fu- 
ture, Aiden Markram on Thurs- 
day said he has prioritised 
moulding young players into 
long-term prospects. “It’s to re- 
ally support them, help them at 
wherever they feel they need 
help,” Markram said. “I’ve been 
fortunate enough to have a little 
bit more experience than some 
of the younger guys. It’s about 
them asking some really good 
questions and me giving some 
honest feedback to them.” 


Jack Porter became Arsenal’s 
youngest-ever player to start a 
first-team game when the 16- 
year-old goalkeeper made his 
debut against Bolton in the Eng- 
lish League Cup. At 16 years, 72 
days old, Porter surpasses club 
icon Cesc Fabregas, who was 16 
years, 177 days when he started 
against Rotherham in October 
2003. Porter was selected in 
place of first choice David Raya, 
who was ruled out with a thigh 
injury, Arsenal said. Porter is an 
England under-I7 international. 


Adam Scott has never played on 
awinning team in the Presidents 
Cup, a tale as woeful as the In- 
ternationals losing streak 
against the Americans. He has 
played in 49 matches and part- 
nered with 16 players. He was 
part of the tie in South Africa 
when he made his debut in 2003, 
and nine consecutive losses fol- 
lowed. And yet his optimism is 
as high as ever. “We are deter- 
mined to go out there this year 
and change the script of this 
event,” Scott said. 


Ex-Australian captain Lisa 
Sthalekar said India have the all- 
round depth to grab an elusive 
ICC title during the upcoming 
women’s T20 World Cup. The 
global showpiece will be held in 
the UAE from October 3. “I can 
see Australia in the semifinals as 
they are aiming to win their 
fourth (title) ina row. England 
too had a strong pre-tournament 
build-up. India’s chances are 
also very high and I expect them 
to be in the semifinals, if not in 
the finals,” Sthalekar said. 


Hanuma Vihari, part of India’s 
back to back series wins in Aus- 
tralia, reckons the services of 
veteran batter Cheteshwar Pu- 
jara will be be dearly missed 
when the team aims for a hat- 
trick Down Under later this year 
in Australia. Out of favour Pu- 
jara was the leading run-getter 
in the 2018-19 series with 521 
runs off 1258 balls and was once 
again the backbone of Indian 
batting three years later when he 
accumulated 271 runs off 928 
balls. 


